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To THE RIGHT VERTVOVS AND 
modeſt Gentlewoman Miſtris M. B. wife tothe ⁵ſ 
Right worſhipfull D. B. Eſquier R. R. wi⸗- | 
{heth the etetnizing of her vertues, by — 
the daily practiſe of her chriſti- | | 

an life, 
9 

Litbengb (right worſppfull) my lauge, it} 
— iuſtly I. — F7 | | 
mgratutude, or forgetfulnes , n Sene- . 
caes cenſure the greater of the mos. | 


mit it to the firezbut yet rei pecting the goodneſſe of the ar 2 | 
nefites | 
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lation, Phaeton - libe to carry Atlas his burden, and rather to ha n 
z4rde a faulte in manners then incurre a blemiſbin nature, ra» || | 
4 her (by being to bolde ) tomake you the patrones of ſo [imple a | 1 
| woke, then by flence 10 ſeeme vnthankefall . e And albeit mr. 
| forming beereof I ſhallrather wronge my ſelfe in bewraying mine 
moe weakeneſſe,they rig hte your worſhippe in yeelding a fit wnke || 

 Wſwerable 10. your wvorth ; yet my bearter boye u, that a4 | | 


Ye chriftall fone illuſtrated by the glorioms beames doth render 
(though meane)reflex of the ſuns immenſitie:ſo my ſelfeſex- 
ſed to pour benefites)may heereby make ſome (though ſmall) re. 
urne of your vnde ſer ved bounty. And although the treatiſe 
teme harſh and may diſlike you becauſe it came not from Pernaſ. 
us mountaime; yet I doubt not but you will nourify it for the bill 
Sy ons ſake(a fpeciall obielt of your godly minde) from whence by 
duction it is dertved. I he method I confeſſe is the more abſurde 
by reaſon u was ordered without advice ſiner my commung into the 
ronntry where as the Perſians vſed to whittle little ſtiches to keep 
bemſelues from idleneſſe; ſo my ſelſe to baniſh ſloath, haue at idle 
bowers baſied my bead and hand, towhtle out this ſimple exer- 
iſe : nothing doubting but that time will one day furniſh meewuh 
pportunitie and ale with ſufficiencre to pen 4 more perfect vo. 
ve wort lier your vert uo view, And hoping m the meane time 
tbat you(Penclope-like in the abſence of your Vlyſſes) will alow 
of this, vouchſafe the reading, and accept in kindenes what J offer 
in duety, Ileaue your worſhippe to the ancient of daies , toprolonge 


ur life in all happine t. 


Your worſhips vivorthy, yet worthely 
bounden, Ros ERRT Rocie. 
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To the Reader. : 11 


VS ANN A heere, walles forth the way to glory; 
g To ſhew her conſtancie and fþoileſſe fame, 
If any fault, e (cape ber faultleſſe ſtory, 
The fault is mine; on me beſtow the blame. 
tWhich\would her teach, before I could attame, 9 
Well tuned verſe, or moralizing vaine. — 


Were ſbee or noʒwere Joachim her goodnsan 

Had lewes inditralllaw,and Sanhedrin, 

To 8 of life, in ſtately Babilon; 

Were Daniell hence, firſt knowne a Sambethin. 
Were hee a chude, wben hee ſo well preſaged; 
Or termed ſo,compared to theſe aged, 
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7 
Were theſe two ſegniors here, (baſe ſlaues to ſin) 
Achab and I zidkya, in leremie. 
Fell this before,or when full thrall was mz 
Or Cirus reigne as ſome doe verefie, 
Did all thmgspaſſe,as they haue paſt the pen: 
Or pocme-lke toberter liues of men, 


r 
— _———— . 


Theſe things I leaue, to iudlgement of the wiſe, 
( Gray headded Senate of our graue divinet, ) 
If 1ſhewld iudge, I ſhould but preindize, 
Aud with erronioug letters, fill my lines. 

It me contentes that well I may avow, 


The ſtories ſubueit ſuch as mot 25 
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22> Stop 


_.  Tothe Reader, 
eff not beere th invention, or the vains, 
OfLucrecerape-write:or the earions ſcan, 
Of Phillis frieudior {more famy-Swaine, 
Or Delias propher,or adm ed man. 
N chicken fethered wmges s ympes enrich, 


Peut not full ſum d,mownt not ſo high a pitch. 


Let Colin re: bu flight to admiration, . 
Aud traine bis lonely flache, bis pipe to follow, 
Let Damons reach, out- reach all mutation; 
Aud frame molodiaus bymne;,to pleaſe A polo. 
Tube ſinaine that pend this paſtorall for Pan; 
Thought once togud us wor be, ere bagav. 


For while I meut, to ſtreigne theſe ſarie noater, | 

Paſt Diapent, vnto a Diapaſon; 

There fell a chance whin our ſcely 1 | 

Both great and (uddaine; able to amaze oe. 
When mourning Mopſus cride,leaue of thy play, 
Shift noates a ſias, flinge pipe and all away. 


| Ceaſe ſecly man;pull downe thy wonted pride, 

| Eniome thy muſe to mourne, and pen tomoane, 
(A. did Amintas,when gead Phillis dude) 

For thou ar t quite forlurne, and left alaane. 

Sith Theſtilis, (tby Theſtilis)hath left tbec. 
White death of greateſt rewell hath bereft thee, 


For Theſtilis was ſhee which toi d thy fringing; 
Who ca le allow d thee breath, to blow thy pipe, 
Andidle time to whiſtle and. be ſinging, 

And bredthee vp, till thow were waxon ripe. 

7 Elixir of thy life in laus wa bos : 
Whoſe 60ine hd quingeſſonce , thy t mdtber: 
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: To the Reader, 
Whoſe buight-rtv'd birth, pane blazon tot | 
— td, dotb al heere - + 
Tet wanting ber : bos wanteſt all thy good, 
As doe more flocker;,the dawwne and lambes beſide, 
Whom ioyfull Thomas hath good will to weaſe, 
From fruit full lawnes onto a ſhorter leaſe. 


This vacouth newe1,did ſo my ſences lame; ' 
That thowigh iet? Cynthius, /old me by the caro 

| r 

And as my muficię was, ſuch was my cheore, 
G10 l vulaſty;comntenannce abated, © 
unde make-covtent; muſe weeks and overnmited, 

Tet did I fig: wos to an ende, 

(A. e longeſt trded day.) 

And to a vertnons parroneſſs commends, 

Ay homly ver ſe, and rafticke romedelay. 
Whoſe godly z.eale,cquivalent with Hanna; 
Will ut diſazigne,to c Suſanna, 
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oricæus to the Author. 


ſeated late, in leaſures lappe; 
Had leaſute to pervſe, 

Thy Fultling;tetni'd thy Suſans conſtauci⸗ 

And at the ſwelling titles | 
Promiſe, long did muſe. 
Which how perform d. let others iudge(not I) 
Who ſpent my thoughtes, to be thy warning ſpie; 
That iudgement darſt provoke, by bolde attempr, 
When time from tongues, no writer doth exempt. 


While deepe conceited eritique wittes, 
| Of this our daintie time, 
Doe like no birdes, but what themſelues haue hatched 
They loue no pleaſant proſe, 
| Are diſcontene with rime. 
But what they pleaſe, all Poems elſe age patched, 
Which humors ſtill, with diſcontent are matched, 
And way ward diſcont ent, tHe cenſors bowe; 

To quippe they care not whome, they care not how, 


Sometimes whole heapes of idle wordes, 
(They quarle) are caſt away. 
Sometimes the matter naked, wanteth wordes, 

| Sometimes good matters mar d. 

| Whenill contriv'd, (they ſay) 

Sometimes the ſence, a caffling cauſe affordes, 

Sometimes a ſentence, or affe Aare wordes. 

A tedious ſtirre: for in Philautus brawle, 


There ſcapes not oue:hee hath a bout withalle 
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Crrirau tothe eAuthor 
Saith oneoftheſe;the note is iuſt, 
Mongſt men of better note: 
Our ſharpeſt wittes, that climbe the ſceane of fame, 
In vaineſt follies leeſe | 
Themſelues, and vainely dote. 
Doe ſpend much art, fot to deſerue much blame, 
While they ſome idle- dreamed phancie frame, 
And leaue their workes, a witneſſe firme and (table, 
V Vhat time they loſt in hatching of a fable. 


Great pittie ſure that learned men, 
Of great and rare conceate, 
Should ſo theſe braue habilities debaſe: 
That while they ſtretch them out 
To proofe, to ſhe them great; 
The praiſe of their imploimentes in this caſe, 
Is voide of praiſe; and hath this onelie grace, 


That they haue wilely tolde, a fooliſh tale, 
And ſmoothly ſet a long made lie to ſale. 


And yet this inconvenience great 
Might finde ſome faire excuſe, 
Ifdrife of their diſcourſe, at vettue aymed, 
For oft in fables foldes 


Trimme morall truth doth vſe. 
But when the worke is matter meerely feigned, 
And ende thereof, deſetues to be diſdeigned. 
he vriter merites pitie, more then praiſe, 


And worke(vnworthy preſſe)ſit flames to raiſe. 


Thus furelie ſ mom Cenſarer, 
And doth his thonghtes reyeale, 


{oricem tothe eAuther, 


{As if ſome ſterne Dictator, thundred lawes; 
From whom on paine of death, 
Valawfullcoappeale,) 
Yet did not well berhinke him m his pawſc? 
For though a ſtory true,doth grace his cauſe: 
He paintes it out with colours of invention: 
And giues it wordes,to fit his owne intention, 


Whichifthe Cenſor vſc himſelfe, 
Thy ſelfo maiſt vſe the Game, 
Whoſe levill aymeth at as vertuous cad; 
And to reduce the worke, 
And ſtory into frame; 
By reaſons rule he whole diſcourſe ispend, 
And hath no cauſe, the godly tooffend, 
Or gricue the good: vnleſſe ſome harſh divine, * 
Againſ} his ſacred Poems will repine. 


An other ſort of ſnarling mates, 
Do peſter eV ry age: 
Who will be critickes, though they guide the cart. 
And cenſure workes of weiglit; 
at faultes in every page. 
aue the wittes, of men of belt deſart: 


D 
Anliudge of all, by envie( not by arte.) 

Who more doth mallice art, tlien artleſſe braine? 
Who byteth worſe then Beviss in his yaine? 


High ſpirited Hower (matchleſſe man) 
A baggage, deem d a blocke: ; 
And did with bittet tauntes, his workes deface, 
| OfY agile dainetie vaine, 
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Corieam to the Author. 


Could Avius frame a mocke. | 
ſaferring that he filch'd his chiefeſt grace, ' Io} 
By treading in the tract, of Homers trace, ih 
Or from the fruites,of Hefods happie braine, 1 
And Theocrite the Syracuſian ſwaine. | 


Thus to obſcure the mertieſt crie, 

Where deepe- mouth d hounds doe go: 

Each time hath bawling curres, that barke and howlet 
Which ſith tis ſo, hath bin, 

And ever will be ſo: 
Oflearned reſt ſecure, well crain'd in ſchoole, 
| Thou muſt not feare, the flout of every foole, 
Who in a prating vaine (though thou repine) 
Will blame whole bookes, but cannot mend a line. 


Au induction to the fßary. 


VV Hat time the iudge ſevere, ({in-ſcourdging God) 
(Copeld to change the courſe that mercy mem 
Wiuhdrew his favour,and drew forth his rod, 
To puniſh thoſe that knew not to repent: 

That time ingrate. full /ada,iudgement had: 

To die or ſuffer bondage(even as bad.) 


For when they ſcornd, the heaVnly herauldes ſent, 
To ſummon them (backe!liders) to the Lord: 
Crying with yernefull voice, Amend, repent, 
Elſe hoatteſt wrath, will follow this his word. 
Eſſe will too late tepentance plead for grace; 
When mercie flies, and iuſtice holdes the place. 


When hardned heartes, could not become ſo wiſe, 
By others harmes, to learne their owne beware: 
While freſh record preſented to their cies, 
Ten brethren tribes, ſubdude to ſlavifli care; 
Whom the Aſſirias monarch, did lubduc; 
And made of freemen borne, a captiue crue. 


When eke they were vamindefull how their king, 

Younge Ieconias, but nine yeares before; 

And thouſandes moe: the ſanctus blacke did ſing. 

(What time they did their diſmall day deplore) 
While captiues thence in bondage led to dweſ, 
They crying, weeping ſchreeching, ſay fare well. 


When princes, rulers, prieſtes and people baſe, 

Exceeded farre,all heathen in their ſin, 

When Sodom and Samaria might giue place, 

And not come neere, the waies they walked in. þ 
When harmeleſſe men, were held of none account, 
But he the man that did in finne ſurmount, 


Then 
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Anu induction tothe ſtory. 


Then asa raging flowd, long bent with baies, A 
 Beares headlong downe, what ſtandes before the breach: 
Or as rebellious ſoares, by long delaies, 
Recure · leſſe ſcorne, the cunning of the leach; 
Ev 'n ſo:temedileſſe, like raging thunder, (der. 
The Lord powrd downe his wrath , long time kept vu- 


d 


When whiſtling for the Bees of Babel. land, 

Came Nabuchaduet ar (ſirnamd the great) 

and brought with him a moſt puiſſant band, 

Of ſouldiersʒskild in every war- like feate. 
For as the cluſtring bees, in warmes doe clinge; 
So flockt the Chaldeis,round about their kinge. 


Then Salem ſaw, a ſad heart- breaking ſight; 
Reſolved foes entrench dabout her walles, 
In glittting armout, many a warlike wight, 
Moſt fully bent (what ever hap befalles) 
By dint of ſword, to winne eternall fame; 
Orpawne theirliues, in purchaſe of the ſame, 


But moſt of all this griefe the conſcience gaules; 

And ever mates their mindes(ſo overtaken, 

By deepe deſparre)to thinke amidſt theſe brawles, 

That God for ſin, their citie had forſaken, 
Amatchleſſe woe; if God the cauſe withſtand, 
A fearefull conſcience makes a ſeeble hand. 


Adde more tothis; the ſeige ſo long doth lie, 

That famine in the citie is io ſoare, iT 

| Thepeople pine, conſume, doe droope and die; * 

While horſes in the fieldzhaue forrage ſtore. Ty 
Death in the houſe, deſtruction in the ſtreets; 


Swordia the field, diſtreſſe and daunger ects... 
1 AAmidſt 
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Au indyTionts the ory. 


Amidſt theſe woes, the rumbling Ecchoes ſound; 

How dreadfull drums, ſtrike vp the fierce allarme, 

And ratling trumpe, (with bloudy noates rebound) 

The valiant heartes, to fell aſlault doth charme. 
When herauld firſt, had ſummond them to yeeldy 
Or to expect, a mexey · wanting field. 


Then for ſupplie, of thundring cannon ſhot, 

Oo ram and engine, to the walles(a pace.) 

The Pioner he, beſtirres him in his plot, 

To make huge towers, to giue the ſouldier place. 
On either part, their powers they fully bend, 
To giue aſſault, and from the walles defend. 


Enſignes advaunce, and glory ſcales the fort, 

The ladders then are hoyſed tothe walles, 

Aud honors hope, baſfaylantes doth exhort, 

To climb from whence,an other headlong falles. 
While Archers ſhoote, from tough wel-timbred bow, 
Their thirled ſinging thattes,as thicke as ſnow, 


When once the eager ſouldier,hath made way, 
Within the walles;and might commaund tlie cownes 
Then as a hungry Lyon for his prays / 
Herangeth,rageth,killeth,knockerhdowne, 
Then might be ſeene, (like ſtreames to make a flood) 
The ſtreetes and channels, flow with crimſon blood. 


The bedlem handes,dodeale foorth murthring blowes, 
The victor rageth reſtleſle,(Lyon-like) 

While mercie craving vanquiſh'd,pleades his woes, 
To him that hath no eares,but handes to ſtrike. 
The maid, the wife, is ſubiect to this rage; 
The luckung, babe and he chat ſteopes for ages 
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An induttion tothe ſtory. 
for as the mower, with his keene edg'd fickle, 
Cuts downe aſwell the greene, as ſeeded. grafle; 
Eve ſo the ſouldiers word, (though teares downe trickle) 
permitteth not a breathing ſoule to paſſe. 

He ſpareth none that happen in his way; 

Faire wordes, chaſt lookes, entreaties, beare no ſway. 


Then ſounded foorth, the ſcreitehing grieſly crie, 

Of flaughtered ſonles;and many a deepe fet gtoane, 

Of ſuch as murthred, yeelde the ghoſt and die, 

From wounded lungs, yeelding a hollow moanc, 
While manly men, that whilome ſtoutly ſtoode, 
Diſmembred now, lie weltringintheir blood. 


Then might be heard, and ſeeue with wofull cies 
The living ſoules, lamenting for the dead; | 
Powring out plaintes,with ſobbes with Gghes and cries. 
And bitter teares, as bleeding heartes might ſhed, 

The old lament, long life to be forlorne, 

The young repent, that ever they were borne, 


The wife ſhee ſoundes(and yeeldes her vitall breath) 
To ſee her husband dieſ in wofull cafe) 
The husband feeles a fit, far worſe then death, 
To ſee his wife defild, before his face. 
And ſeely babes,(poore heartes)to periſh this, 
That never did ce, or thought amiſle. 


The mourning mothers, tugge, and hale their heares, 
To ſee their ſſaughtred ſeede, remedileſſe. N 
The children bath their cheekes,with bloudy teares, 
Toſeetheir wretched parentes, in diſtreſſe. 7 
While helpelefſe handes,doe truſt vnto their feeteg 
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For now the men ofarmes, were fled by ſtealth; 

' Andevery ſoule was left, toſhifefor one. 

' | Counſaile did wantzregard was none of wealth, 
Ol kin, ot friend, or who were leſt alone. 

Who makes not haſt, death and deſtruction feeles, 
The happreſt wight, doth ſhew the ſwifteſt heeles. 


When ſouldiers ſlaughtring {word; embrewd with blood, 
Found not a man, that durſt reſiſtance make: 
Then bedlem minde, gan grow to milder moode, 
(If mildneſſe be as bad a courſe to take) 
For now vabridled luſt, at large doth ſtray; 
And provles about, for pillage, and for pray. 


Had chaſt Lucretia, dwelt amonꝑſtt hoſe dames, 

Full many a Tarqum, would haue wrought his will, 

Had good Suſanna, wandred in thoſe ſſames, 

Her ſpot. leſſe corpes, had bin conſtrain d to ill. 
While ſeely lambes, the chaſteſt, and moſt iuſt, 
Became a pray vnto a pey ſantes luſt. 


The matchleſle veſſels, of magniſicence, 

The temples treaſure, (many a millions mate) 

The wealth, of Zedechias excellence, 

The riches of his Lordes,and men of ſtate: 
Theſe things were {cat away to Babilen; 
As fit for Nabuchadnetzar alone, 


What elſe was left, of Iewels, gold and plate, 
Amongſt the meaner ſort, /which might be much) 
Each ſouldierheld,what ſo thereof he gate; 
While they wit ſpoiles themſelues entrichs 


And w che pilfring hand, had hisfleſire 
- Thereſt wee eee 
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An induction tothe ſtory. 
Then clims the furious flame, the ſtately tower; 
Each priveleadge, doth giue the ſouldier place. 
The pioner ſpares, nor temple, houſe, nor bower, 
The time is ſpent, to ſpoile and to deface. 
There was not left one monument of fame, 
Which did not feele the force of burning flame. 


The Heav'n- like houſe, the temple of the Lord; 
The worldes eie, and onely worke of name, 
Whom once he did delight, but now abhord) 
Is:ayſed downe, and robbed ofthat fame. 
The walles alſo, that hem the citie round, 
By might ol men, are eV ned to the ground. 


The ſeely captiues, that had ſcap'd the ſword, 
And were reſerv'd as Trophres, of the ſpoile; 


Hange downe their heades, and cannot ſpeake a word, 


Or ſound adue vnto their natiue ſoile. 
The ſervantes loath, to ſee the maſters face, 
The ſubiectes grieue, to weigh the princes caſe. 


Whom hapleſſe king, flight could not yeeld reliefe, 
But as the deere, before the nimble dogge, 
He was enfotſt, to ſtoope vnto his griefe; 
And for a crowne,to were a heavie clogge. 
What time his ſonnes, once ſlaine betore his face, 
He had his cies put out, with great diſgrace. 


And ſo blinde captiue, led to Babrlow, 
Jobe a bondman to his dying day? 
lle left the royall ſeate, of Salomon, 
And no muſt leaue commaunding, and obey. 
Since he that was impyring prince before, 
4 | Lens fellofhpriſacgand no more. 
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Ai introduttion to thi flory.” 
mongſt theſe fettred troopes,ofthralled ſtafes, 
You muſt ſuppoſe tranſported with the reſt, / 

| — thoſe tragicke mates, 

V Vhole natures, not their names are heere expreſt⸗ | 
Were S»ſan borne,or uo, (their glories ſhine) | 
| Vaknowne, it wantes a Deus to divine. | 
But Davielthen,paſt twenty yeares of age, 

In Babilow was growneto great regard. | 
Oft fame in court; the mighty monarches page, 
Dreame ſecreat Seear,and renowned Bard, | 
/ VVhich knowne][I leaue both ſtory and my skilt, | 
Vuto your court eous cenſure, and goodwill. -” + 
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CONSTANCIE OF SVSANNA 
CONTAINING THE PRESER. 
vation of the Godly, ſubverſion of the wic- 
ked, precepts for the aged, inſtructi- 
ons for youth, pleaſure 
with profitte. 


Wo ( haldean glory, ſate in whinged throane, 

Of flying Fame; (which far and neere doth wider) 
In Aſian ſoile, in latelie Babilen, ä 
The worldes monarch, and the earthes commander: 
What time no humane farces, might vvithſtand her. 


Then did ſtout Hr ſtoope, and Ægyot bovy, 
And Juda bend, before her frowning brow. 


Then princely peeres did ducke, and doe her duety; 
Then taiſd ihee in the aire, sky · kiſſin g towers; 
Then did the circled earth, admire her beauty; 
Then dweltthere in her braue, and matchleſſe bowers; 
The hight and ſovereigntie,of worldlie powers. 
VVhoſe ſeife-ruld handes, did ſway the ſcepter royall, 
That kingdomes kept in awe, and ſubiectes loyall, 


Standing this tipe, offading maieſtie, 
There dwelt vuithin, this ſtate-commaunding towae, 
Alem: (a man of paſſing modeſtic) 
Helchia hight;and he of good renowne, 
Right worthy(for his wit)to weare a crowne. 
Who tooke to vvife, a faire and louely dame; 
YVhole godly life, gaue glory - his fame. 
A 


For 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna. 

or as tae ringeſ compact by curious art) 

ofit ſelfe, right ſeemely to the eie; 

ut when the Saphere, is his true conſerte, 

here doth appeare, a fuller maieſty: 

er vertue ſo, his fame doth beautiſie. 

Her husband was eſteem' d, among the ſtares; 
And decked with her glory, in the gates. 


rom which chaſte roote, in time did ſpring a roſe, 
uſanna cleapt; not borne to cate her foode, 

r make dandling, that muſt feele no blowes. 
Cer parentes care, was how toteach her good, 

ind to inveſt her minde with modeſt mood: 
Their reaſon, fond affection had exilde; 

Not bent to make an idoll, oſ their childe. 


ometimesthe godly mother matron · like,) 
Vith rod in hand, to keepe her babe in awe; * 
Vith ſetled looke, and grace demure and meeke, 
Would teach her childe, the precepts ofthe law; 
nd make her imitate, what ſo thee ſaw, 
| In comely ieſture, ſeemely gate, and guiſe, 

That vic might manners make and doctrine wile, 


nd as ſweete Apri/ſhowers, make Flora flouriſh; 

o her kinde father/caretull for his ioy) 

ith choige preceptes, doth vertue feed, and nouriſh: 
That grace might freely grow, without annoy, 
And natures weedes, keepe vnder and deſtroy, 
Whereby it came to paſle;at bed, and bord, 
There palt no ill · peut time, or idle word. 


\ 


And 
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The eonſtancie of Suſanne, 


And carefull man, he led by meere remorſe, 
VVhen booke had reſt, and needle leaue to play; 
Doth entertaine her thoughtes, witch ſome diſcourſe, 
From Adams age; vntill that preſent day, 
And oft recountes, /ernſalems decay. 

Whilſt eke by cunning art, chorograpine, 

He doth preſent, the citie to her eie. 


Theſe lines( ſaith he) deſeribe it triplewald, 

Alepb, the plot, where ſtoode the temple great. 

Beth, Sion caſtle, ( Davids citie cald) 

Guimell, the Senate houſe, and iudgement ſeate, 

Dateththe market place. He Mathkad ſtreate. 
And ſo by letters, of her Alphabet, 


He pointeth out, where evety place was ſet. 


And ſtreete by ſtreete, recounteth till he came, 
To ſay heere ſtoode my, there he(ſpeechleſſe then) 
Could not pronounce (my houſe)t eares ſtupt the ſame, 
Whulſt from his hand, he flings he pointing pen, 
And falling from his matter, vnto men; 

He curſeth both the auctors, and the ſin, 

The breeders of the bondage, he is in. 


For while ſweete S»ſe)ſaith he we feard the Lord, 
And did his lawes, and ſacred heſtes obey; 

So long he was our ſhield, our ſpeare, our ſword, 
Our caſtle, fort, and bulwarke day by day, 
Phuliſfin, Amor, Egypt, beare no ſway. 

Not Aſſur, nor fell Syrian with his bandes, 

Or ſun · burnt Ethup, could ſubdue our landes. 


The conſtancie of Suſanna; 
But vvhen our rulers all, vvere out of rule; 
V Vhen prince, and prieſtes,and people, everychone; 
VVereirceligious(like the luſt-led Mui 
Pleaſedin ſin, and vile pollution; 
Then kindled vvrathʒthen vvas our vvoe begon. 
Then did he giue vs over, for a pray; 
In Chaldean noates to ſol, fe,weale avvay. 


Yet though he hath vs bruz d, vve are not broken, 
Or left as out- caſtes in the cies of men; 
Sith by his ſpirit- taught prophets, he hath ſpoken, 
That at the end, of threeſcore yeares and ten, 
Our ſeed ſhall ſit, in Sion gates age n. 
Thy ſelfe but young maiſt liue to ſee the day; 
Our ſtooping age, hath hopeleſſe natures nay, 


Meane time, liue mindefull of thy latter end, | 

Thou maiſt die young: once old canſt not hue long, | 

Content thy ſelfe in ſtate that God doth ſend, | 

In ſvvecteſtioies expect ſome ſovver among, | 

The vvorldes ſvveete ſmiles, are as the Syreus ſong. | 
And humaine pomp, is asa vvhirling blaſt; 

Soone gone, and ſaunce recall, vvhen once tis pal?. 


Vea man himſelfe, is as a raine. bred bubble; 

VV hole ſhape though it be like, t Hemmſpᷣheer sky; 

Vet if a vvindy blaſt;zhe vvateftroble, 

It dothrevert, to vvater by and by, 

And leaues alone, the yaincebeholding eie. 
Suchis Saſaana deere thy preſent ſtate, 

A ſhade,adreame,a yvriting vvanting date. 
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The conſlancie of Suſe. 


Learne then ſvveete ſoule, to loath things pleaſing vaine, 


Learne then to loue, thy ſoules long laſting health, 
Learne then to knovv thy God, and him to _ 
VVhich vvell thou maiſt, if firſt thou knovv thy ſelfe, 
(V Vhich is indeede, more peere-leſle far then pelfey * 
Seeme leſſe to none, then to thine ovvne conceipt, 
Sclfe-loue(a ſervile foe)on fooley doth vvaite. 


Embrace Gods promiſes, hold faſt thy hope, 
Meaſure thy life,by line of ſacred law, 
Containe thine actions all,vvithin this ſcope, 
Be not ſecure: but ſtanding ſtand in avve, 
Leaſt thine affections, thy zeale vvith-dtavv. 
And ſtill( ſvveete loving lamb) in age and youth, 
V Vith ſtedfaſt conſtancie, profeſſe the truth. 


Veeld vs thy parentes, ay a lovvly heart, 
In guerdon ofthe loue vve beate to ther. 
Oftend not friendes, let betters haue their part, 
Be carcfull ofthy name, as of thine eie, 
Let loue of fame, prevent all infamie. 

Ill company avoide (as from the diyell) 

If thou vvilt free thy life, and actes from evill. 


Remember (vvench) thou readeſt in thy booke, 

Tvvo thinges: che ornamentes of mayden head. 

To haue a ſhamefaſt eie, and ſober looke. 

And other tvvoſif that thou hap to vved) 

Good name, and chaſtitie, to bring to bed. 
Aſſure thy ſelfe, the owner of theſe fower, 


Is godly faire, and hatha vyorthy dovyer, 
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5 Delight 
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Tube conſtaucie of Suſanna, 
Delight not(childe)in braue and rich aray; 
To prune thy ſelfe, as if thou were imprented, 
Beſcemely, not a ſlut : be graue, not gay, 
With cleanly comelineſſe, be ſtill contented. 
Be not fond ſicke, with faſhions new invented, 
For, tis but ſuperfluitie of pride, 
To haue a faſhon-coyner,tor thy guide, 


Exceſſiue neatneſſe, is a badge of evill, 

An antſigne, of a liglit vnſtable head. 

An angling hooke, and engine for the divell, 

To catch ſuch fooles, as are hy fancie lead, 

A moath that fretteth, till thy wealth be dead. 
V Vhile backe doth make, the belly to be ſterved: 
VVhich matrons eie ſhould ſee to be preſerved. 


Then is ſhee cald,a huſwife, (comely dame) 
(Whilſt cleanly fine, is voide of curious partes) 
Then which in time, was not a better name. 


VV hen golden world, did want prides painting artes, 


V'Vhen plaine coritent,poſſeſtthe country heartes. 
V Vhen hoſpitalitie did feele no lacke, 
And was not climbde, from table to the backe. 


Ifthat thy neighbours doe poſſeſſe good name, 
Doe thou not envie, at their worldly bliſſe. 
Nor be thou light, to credite every fame, 

Re portes doe often hit, and oſten miſſe, 


Of all chinges iudge the beſt, for beſt ituu. 


V Vith ſober looke be courteous vnto all, 
VVich few familiar be, or none at all. 


Hide 
— : — » 


Tube conſbancie of Suſanna, 


Hide not a wanton heart, with modeſt eie, 
Say not thy Pſalter, in the divelles booke. 
Take heede beware of ſuch hypocriſie, 
He is no ſaint, that ſaintiſſineſſe forſooke) 
Be more ſevere in life, then in thy looke. 
And when thine eares haue heard what other ſay; 
Allow thy tongue aſbridle and a ſtay. 


|  Learne good things, with good vvillzinſtruct the weake, 
Comfort the comfortleſſe, in their diſtreſſe, 

Stop not thine este, hen pining poore doth ſpeake, 
Hate with thine heart, ſin· breeding idleneſſe, 

let thritfty minde, be free from all exceſſe, 

( taue not too much;ifriches once ariſe, 

Oblerue a meane, and let inovgh ſuffice. 


Ind if thou covet, honeſt exerciſe, 

Ihen read good bookes, ſuch as our Rabbies pen, 
Or v(e ſuch dames,as well can matroniſe, | 
With honeſt muth,amongſtthe godly men, 14 
Wich due regard, of ſeemely where and when. 

| And to concludezwhere ſo thou hap to dwell; 
Loue thou thine houſe,as ſnaile doth lone the ſhell, [5 


Thus did Helchia,(painefull father)teach, 

His Suſan deere ſweete obiect of his eie; 

Her mother daily, ceaſed not to preach, 

| Thelike preceptes, of grace, and modeſtie, 

And oft would heere, how well ſhee would replie. 
What time her heart, reioiced for to ſee, 


So wuty anſweres,with like guiſe agtee. 
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The couſſ ancie of Suſanna, 
VVhile ſhape did hold, Symmerricall eſtate; 
(Her manners mated vvith a gallant — 
Her beauty, feature fine did emulate, 
VVith ſpeech compoſed, and vvith ſober paſe. 
And this decorum fitting in her face: 
The whole and partes, reſembled and were like 
To perfect numbers, in Arihmetibę, 


And ſſiee thus trained, from her tender yeares, 

Became in time to teape her iuſt renowne: 

In all reſpectes, ſo far ſurpaſt her peeres, 

Of equall age, and vvealth within the towne, 

That every vvay, her praiſes put them downe, | 


Whilſt wantons bent, to play, and idle pleaſure; 
Shee train d her thoughtes, to leeke eternall treaſute. 


Purſuing vertue, with great eagerneſſe; 
When they could not come neete, began to ſwell, 
And with fine tauntes to make her praiſes leſſe. 
Some ſaid, the mayd, would proue a propheteſſe. 
The booke · wiſe vvench, will yeeld a deepe divine, 
Or of a ſaint, will hardly make a ſhrine, | 


Whereby it came to paſſe, that envie fell, 


But godly graue, that beſt doth iudge and ſay, 

Did deeme her right, a worke of rare perfection: 

A peereleſſe peece, to be a princeſle pray, 

One Angel-like; a veſſell of election, 42 

Whoſe thining fame was free from deathes infection, 
Though her time · fading beavty,dead dothlic; 

Were er, 
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The conſtanele of Suſanna, 


-| - Whydidſtthon beauty fade?vvhy didſt thou yyither? 


Obudding Roſe, why didſt thou ever blaſf? 

Why didſf thou proue vnconſtant, as a feather, 

In her whoſe conſtancie did ſtand fo fall? 

Sure, twas to teach vs nothing heere doth laſt. 
For elſe thou would haue liv*d, with S»/ans name; 
And as a handmaide, waited on hex fame. 


Whoſe ſhape ſplendiſerous vvas, in each mans fight, 

Whole looke gaue argument of ſober grace, 

Whole eies(two twinckling ftarres)ney*rproved light, 

Whoſe ſilent tongue knew well, fit words to place, 

Whole faith ſo firme, that not hing could deface. 
Though two great ſeniors ſought, to blot her brew. 
And to their lure, to make her chaſt ſoule bow. 


O that ſuch peereleſſe ſplendor, ſhould haue wrong; 
And be entiſed, vnto lawleſle luſt. 
Not Juda, but falſe Iudaſſes doe long, 
Pure chaſtitie, to caſt into the duſt, 
But leaving heere, thoſe matters vndiſcuſt. 
Vou heard her life, ficft wained from the lappe, - 
Now doth enſue, the proceſſe of her happe. 


When truſt · leſſe time, by his ſwift · footed pages, 


(Cleap'dʒ minute, hower, day, weeke, the month & yeare) |! | 


Had brought her paſt, her two firſt ſevens ofages, 

And ſet her in th aſcendant, of her ſphere; 

And nature now gaue ſummons, to draw neere. 
In nuptiall court, to yeeld expected homage, 


r Since that in þar,ſhee could not pleade het — 4 | 


The conſtancie of Suſanna. 
Then ſcruple-finding ſtickler vnto ſtrife, | 

Propones her baſhfall thoughtes, this bold diſcourſe; | 
Twixt barren mayden-head,and bearing wife, i 
VVhich oftheſe two did ſtand, in greatelt force, K 
For with the beſt, ſhee ment to ſhape her courſe: | 
Whilſt in pure conſcience court,where her ſoule ſate, 
Her pleading thoughtes,it argue and debate, | 


Like Hebrew diſputantes that had bin trained, 


In Moſes ſchoole; (at ſome Gamatels feete) 
And were not yet to chriſtian lore reclaimed, f 
Sometimes they argue, matiage is moſt meete, 1 


ä — contra) ſpider- ſucke the ſweete. 
Vile ſotted ſences, are ſo /ew-beguiled, 
To deeme the mariage bed, a thing defiled. 


At her heartes bar, theſe ſilent vitgin pleaders, ; 
VVith ſoaring high conceites, as hughly rated; \ 
Far fet their petegree, from ſtately leaders. 8 
Pure Angel ſpirites; virgins (ere man) created, A 
VVhoſe actiue life, no ¶Angell ever mated, 
While victory of virgins, doth excell, 
Which vanquiſh their owne flcſh wherein they dwell. | 


N 

Each other iarre not long ſuſpended hanges; A 
An hower,a day, a yeare,doth ſtint the ſtrife, $h 
Blud-died 1 do paſſe their panges. A 
But this fell battle dureth, during life. « Ar 
Heere daily ſtriving; victory not rife. 
So matchleſſe is, hy antique rare diſcent, * 


The maydea ifand glorious an gulhment- f 


T be conſlancie of Suſanna. 


Yeaauncient Adam, (Johvaes protoplaſt) 
as moulded of his mother, mayden birth. 
And old dame Evab, to cominend the chaſt; 
| Ofvirgin rib, was fram da mayden birth. 
| Juſt Habellli v d, vn marryed heere on earth. 
| Melchn(edechallo(our Rabbit tell) 
Did virgin, preiſt, and kin ge in Salem dwell. 
| 
! 


The wondereworkinge prophettes, moſt of fame, 
The Thesbite, and the Abel. Mechole, 
(The one tranſumpt to heay'n in fiery flame) 
Do ſhew how god, doth virgin life delight. 
fore - ſeeinge Eſay, where hee doth endite, 
MAoſſias birth, a maydens ſon doth make him. 
And ſure I am, his ayme doth not miſtake ſhim. 


The thinge wee prayſe, is myniontothis kinge. 
The iuſtice, which the iuſteſt iudge, — 
Vowdto the Lord, a ſecret, holy, thinge. 
Sacred to God, as ſuch a ſtate beehoveth, 
And for bycauſe, her contrary thee loveth. 

Shee alwayes maryed lives, a ſpowſed wife, 
Yet evermore a mayd, in iſingle life, 


The conſtancie of Suſanna, 
VVhoſe robes( the ſpotleſſe fleſh integritie) 
Do emulate, the white ſpot Ermelin,, 
Atrophie 1 victorye, 
The branachinge palme, lur fingers claſpeth in. 
The wimple that ſhee weareth on hit chin. 
An ant: ſigne is, of baſhfull modeſtie. 
Her humble miade,declares her ſtoopinge eie. 


The Gentiles hence, in their high obſervations, | 
Compare chaſt Pallas, Goddeſfs in their heaven, 
Io yeeld true maiden life due commendation) 
Vnto the full, and miſticke number ſeven) 
Compacted of two numbers, od and eaven. 
Th entire and incorrupted vnitie) 
VVith ſix the ſecrete of virginitie. 


For what content, but in the maiden liſe. 
VVhoſe fleet, wingd thoughts, ar free to ſerve the Lord 
VV hoſe mal · content, if not the maried wiſe, 
Careful to pleaſe grim fir, at bed and bord, 
V Vith beſt obedience, in hir deede and word. 
And ſo mans ſervice is then Goddes more geaſon. 
Thus on the virgin part, her thoughtes do reaſon. 
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And to amaſe her weake, and puſill minde, 

In creepe through crannies of imagination. 
Deformd Idea formes, and phanſies blinde. 
Sent foorth by hir ſicke ſences, inſtigation. 

Like ſtaringe greiſly fendes, threatninge invaſion , 
Preſenting to her heart, the homely iarres. 
SR ee, 
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The conſt ancie of Suſama. 
| Baſe mariageſſay theſe — 3 is rife to all, 


-| + Braue virgin life a perle poſleſt of few, 
| Theſeild found Sagds ſloane, though it bee ſmall, 
Exceedes huge —— that make more often ſhew, 
| VVhatrecknings made, ofreckleſſe drops of dew. 
Rare things are in requeſt,and do ſurmount, 
VVhere common, baſe, and vile have none accouut. 


| Perhaps ſome worldling, will thee woo for wealth, 
| Andtalke of love, when heart by luſt is galled, 
Pleades his playn-dealing, ſteps not in by ſtealth. 
Vowing thy vertue, hath his heart enthralled, 
When as thy beautie, fitteth their enſtalled, 
VVhile mucke (not modeſtie!) hath him bewitched, 
V'Vith honor kin, or friends, to bee enriched, 


Andſo when cauſes, of his ſuite decay, 

Luſt fully gordgd, with lothſomneſſe infected, 

Fine beautie fled, falſe riches runne away, 

The cauſes gon, for whichthou were elected, 

Theffectes tal downe, and thou art then reiected, 
V'Vhat better hope, or hap may bee maintained, 
Of better tightes, why mariage was ordeined. 


Ifthat thou wed, to tame fleſh kindled fin, 
The fault is doubled, if thou fall away, 
Iftoincreaſe, and multiplie thy kin, 
Thou ſhalt for loathed pleaſure, deerly pay, 
VVe but report, what maryed folkes do ſay. - 
— — ioy, is in their creedes; 
A raging toy, that 
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repentance breedese iT | 


The conſt antic of Swſtinne;* 


The altred woman, ſeemes not hat ſhee vvas; 
But growes vnweildy, groning and agrieved, 
As one ſurchardged, with ſome weighty maſle. 
Like Balams bearing Angel- frighted Alle; 

No ſence, no ſigne, no pulſe, no part, no paſſion, 


But that it feeles ſome perfect alteration. 


Some giddy vapour, doth infeſt her braines, 

And with his foggy miſling dims her ſight. 

Inflates the ſecret Artes, and the vaines, 

Dies dusky coloured, what before was bright, 

Each ſeemely part. leſſe ſeemely ſhewes in ſight. 

| While heart(poore heart)forefecling —— great, 
With frighted panting pulſe, doth thumpe aud beate. 


The prety Ivory hilles( the maiden pappes 
Pont now with paine, to feele chaſte fleih defiled. 
The nibled teates, that perch vpon their toppes; 
Yeeld may den bluſh,ts fee themſelues beguiled, 
Their freedome fled, cheir liberties exiled, 
Muſt now be tugging ſtockes, ſor tootleſſe chaps, 
And ſubiectes liue, to myriads of miſhaps, 


Chaſt loines by lawleſſe luſt;are mattyred, 
he breſt doth feele, ſnort breathing ſimpathies, 
he bowels by defect, are tortured, 
In weakned backe, do crickes and erampes ariſe. 
What ſwellings feele the fete, the legges, the thighes? 
| Whilefermely waſtſ that all the members graced) 
By ſtronting wombe is ſtretched and defaced. 


VVhen once the fruitfull wombe, hath ſeede conceived, 


| The tonſtavcie of Suſauna. 
"© Yeavvhere ſound appetite, did hold his ſeate, 
here ſicke abhorfulnefſc, hath built his bowers 


Sometimes it loathes the ſweete, and likes the lower; 


Or elſe is ſubie ct, to ſuch qualmes and fits, 
As doc deptiue the ſence, and dull the wits. 


Andſthus the body, by a bodies breeding, | 
Becomes diſcraſed, plethorique, o ppreſſed. 1 
Faintes in his faculties, ertes in his feeding, | | 
Fluds of defectes, beate downe poore health diſtreſſed] 
VVhich dangers with more danger are redreſſed. | 
'|' VVhilenaturetheſe, (and many mo preſages) 1 

Appointed hath, birthes, hand attending pages. | 


And yet perhaps,conceived hath this wife, 
No perfect birth,but ſome vnperfect thing. 
A Qſole(deformed lump that wanteth life) 
Which dire full death, xemedileſſe doth bring, 
Or during life, doth yeeld a deadly wring. 
Againe if womb, be ſubiect to abhorſion, + 
Beſt hope is bankrupt, by the ſame extortion. | 


| 
Yeavvhen fine mettall, hath deformed mould, | 
Or makes a fault, in little or too much; 4 
Oris not of the kindred, that it ſhould, | 
Then nature intrue working, keepesnot tuch, 
But frames the ſeely creature, tobe ſuch, 
As vvas the mowld;the mettall, or the minde; 


A minotaur,a mongtell _ of kinde. 
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And oft vile things, with eagerneſſe deyour, ! | 
| 


Pond luſt doth long, for ſundry ſortes of meate. | 


— 


| The conſlancit of Suſanna. | 
VVhy ſhould we name, the deadly panges and throwes,? | 
| Heart-pinching paines, companions of the birth?) | * 
The ſowning fits, the weale-awayes and woes, 
Ihe broken liepea.fod dreames depriving muth, 

' | Thelntleeaſe,when once the infant ſtirth, 

V Thom ſeeming' y, paine ſuffering mot her feeles, 
Toteare her tender ſides, with thumping heeles. 


Let ſilence have, the nightly paines in nourſinge, 
The cradles rockes, the wrayling brawling cries, 
The dayly chardgean buying, and dilburſing, 
To bringe it vp, and yeeld his want ſupplies. 
The haſtned age, the breedinge bodie buies. 
V Vith millions moe, ot houſhold cares and ſtrife, 
That do attend, the happieſt marycd wife. 


But if to cloake, their folly with deviſes, 

They ſer the gaine of fru, againſt this thorne, 

They buy bad wares, at to cxceſzive prices, 

For ifthe climbinge weed, pull dowre the corne, 

The parentes wiſh luch ſeed had not bin borne, 
And equall greife, doth dim( hearts lamp) the eie, 
Jo ſee the bad to lwe, or good to die. 


Of whiehfayre bitter ſweets, toyle borne, and bred 
Ihe husbandes part, ofte ſtandeth in conceipt. 

V Vhen lauleſſe luſt, polluteth lawfull bed, 

The fathers picture,proues à counterfeit, 

Some times diſcent, is patched by deceit, » 

V Vhen cradle cockes achaunglinge foyſted in, 


Neleue: une hene, defraudes che lawtull kin, | 
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The conftancie of Suſanna, if 

Bur deeme the beſt, and cownterhem all their owne 

Vahad,they ar not theirs,whenthey would have them, 

And once polleſt, their title then is knowne, 1 

Not theirs, but his, the mightie Gods that gave them. 

VVhich can in youth, or age, or wombe ingrave them. 
Thus is the child wives choyce, perplext and ſad, 
And better hope, in husband is not had. 


Haſt thou a pheere, whoſe faith exceedeth farteꝰ 
If him the mighty monarch, doth commaund, + 
To pro ve his martiall armes, in feates of watre, 
Midſt troopes of bedlem foes, in forreigne land: 
How comfortleſſe, wil thy paore comfort ſtand, 
VVhile carfull thoughtes will cauſe thy hart to morne, 
Till ioytull eie e nioy his ſafe returne. 


But ifthy wedded mate, bee wedlocke breaker, 

How much doth matchleſſe greife torment thy minde, 

If that hee bee a churle, and curſed ſpeaker, 

It killes kinde heart to ſee him ſo vakinde, 

Againe is hee to ielous lore enclind? 1 
VVhat toile to tie free actions of thy bed, 1 
To fond ſurvey, of his ſulpitious head. 


Ifhe beigood, what fearefull thought to leaue him? 
If he be bad, what cunning to — him? 1 
If he be kinde, it grieues thy heart to grieue him? | 
If he be fierce,whar wiſedome to refraine him? 
Ifhe be loſt, what pollicie to gaine him? 

If he be loathſome,tis thy taske to loue him; 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna, 


ut out fond thoughtes ſaith ſhee, vvhy do you reaſon, 
Zainſt God, my conſcience, and the common weale? 
Dread hereſie, if that you dread not treaſon. 

Je not blind Eſſees, nor fo badly deale, 

lo beate dove mariage, with a virgins veale. 

Which were to be injurious, to my birth, 

And leaue no man, to tread the trampled earth. 


ers, in affections cauſe; 
dot conſpire, nurle natures end. 
laters,ofLodsfarlt made lawes, 
vou foes to mans molt friend, 
Nice,coy, mnkinde,to country and to kind. 
Waſt common» weales ; and ſpend your wits in woing, 
Loues loſt, the churches downelull; mans vndoing. 


V Vhilſt vnder-mming mariage,with your lore, 

You kill the roote, whence all your good began, 

The wedded life, ot mankinde is the more, 

Take mariage from the earth,and vvhere is man? 

Man ceaſing to haue being what comes than? 
Your owne decay: your death by his decreaſe, 
For when the roote dotb tit, the lap doth ceale, 


As if your earthly being, were too baſe, 

V Vuh truſtleſſe vvinges, you ſore beyond the ſon, 

To draw diſcent, from ancient Arget-race, | 

You ſpend wind-waſting wordes, and breathleſſe ron, 

Perdie you mult come downe,vyhen all is done, 
Kiſſe mariage hand; your ancient on the earth, 
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Valelſe you will vvthbaſeuelſeblotyour birch 


"3 Argelles full numbred ſpirites, doe hue for ale; 


The conſt ancie of Suſanna, 


As vaine you vaunt of Argelles imitation, 


But nian was made, for fruitfull propagation, 

Man mult increaſe, becaute man mult decay, 

And to that worke, chaſt wedlocke was the way. 
To tame fleſh treaſons, and appeaſe thoſe iarres, 
Hels rebles raiſe, to breede ſoule · ſlaughtring warres. 


Againe,ifthat you hatch your ſingle bp, 
In Evacrrib,or eAdams quickned earth | 
Like reaſon ſif it ſtand with you for good) FI 
For mulickes art, like conſequence infearth; * 
Tubulcames hammers , makin g maiden mirth, 
Tuballtrom them did frame, mayd Harmonie, 
Sweete noates conſent, hath nam'd her melodie, 


What if iuſt Habell chooſe the virgin life? 

And Salems king, did die a batch' ler bleſtt 

What if Ela, liv d without a wife? 

And ſingle life, k d Hh eus beſt? 

What if Meſtias, ſucke à maiden breſt? 
One Autumne primroſe;doth not proue the ſpring, 
One winter ſwallow, doth not ſommer bring. 


Wuat if ſome few, by gift ofſpe ciall grace, 
(If God giue not the gitt, is nought at all) 
Vi&toriouſly run out, this virgin race? 
Yermany moinrunning rooke the fal : 
Ev'n whenthey ment,moſt finely foote the Ball, 
And ſo haue miſt the goale, andtotheir colt, 
Lament too late, things paſt __y loſt, 


f [ | 

| The conſt ancie of Suſant4, 
fea ſome wich ſeeme in ſheyy,toſeeke it molt, 
n ſecret heart, proue trevants (treaſure waſters) 
wh ſeely thought,marres all the maiden boſt, 


Vhich ſoone betides, theſe great tentation taſters, 
Leatis a booke · caſe, pend by our great maſters, 

| Jnvainechaſt fleſha mayden name doth ww, 

|| Whereyeelding thoughts haus given conſent to ſox. 


All are not maides, that vow they vvillnot wed. 

| All are not virgins, that are maides eſteemed 7 

All are not chaſt, that ſhun the nuptiall bed. 

All are not true Dianaeis, that are deemed, 

Chaſt Sara was not ſingle, when ſhee ſeemed, 

i ES 

| Abuſed Thamar wore a virgins weede, 

And might haue cloak d, falſe Ammon: foule miſdeede. 


A droane doth ſometimes in a bees place ſtand, 
The ſingle life, no ſeale of maiden head. 

Some batch lers be, but traitours in the band, 

Worſe foes to virgin wealth, then thoſe that wed, 
Who when the foe sppeares, their force is fled; 

Like Gedeons hoſt(taint cowardes prone to yeeld) 
Scant one of ten, is choſen for the field. 


Vet quaint encomiaſt · like, with wordes at wil, 
Vou paint them out, with praiſes at your pleaſure, 
EV Vhile making haſt, to preconize your skill, 

| Youmakethe — you take the meaſure, 
And to entize, young tyrons with your treaſure, 
| Like gold - ſicke ¶Aleumiſtes, you pampex in, 
A golden tincture, on a peece of Tin, 
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The conft ancie of Suſanna; 


V Vhat praiſe peculiar,tothe thing you paint] 

Which fits not modeſt mariage, more divine? 

Yet tocanonize,maiden- head a ſaint, 

You put no ods, betweene the ſaint and ſhrine, 

To make a painted brow,the brighter ſhine, 
Youparaſite,with praiſes to her face; 


And cauſleſſe clowd,dame wedlocke with diſgrace; 


Nay rather ſay;thisbuxome r gwife, 

V Vhile ſhee her toile ſome fieldes. of houſhold tilleth,' 

And weanes her children, to a (Godly life; 

In this her care, the Lordes beheſt fulfilleth, 

Siththat ſhce doth the thing, his wiſedome willethg 
And therefore well,may take the vpper-hand, 
Ofher, vvhoſe warrant hath not one command. 


Nay rather reaſon, mariage preſervation, 

Is lawded, loved, honored, far and neere. 

V Vhoſe ſacred rightes, haue ſolemne obſervarion, 

Whoſe ancient priviledge, hath not his peere, 

VVhoſe daily fruites, are dainties held moſt deere. 
And adde the cauſe, for which ſhee is requitedʒ 
The moſt commodious things are moſt deſired. 
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VVhat if her houſe, be neighbour to annoyes? 
The blame be theirs, (not hers that dwelleth by them) 
For if we walke, in faire, and eaſie waies, 
4 * That haue ſome noyſome brambles, growing nie them, 
That rent our cloathes, before we can deſene them; 
The fault is not in faireneſſe, or the way, 
But our owne folly, or the m__— ſtay, 
. + 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna, 
In Breſcbith booke it reſteth in record; 
(Reporting Regiſter, of mans creation) 
That when great Ih, by his powerfull word, 
Made ſhapeleſſe man, to his one ſhape and faſhion: 
He firſt gaue nuptiall rightes, for propagation. | 
As glorious ground-worke, where he vvould begin, 


That building, which his preſcience laboureth in. 


And did in bleſſing, knit this ſociall band, 
Endo d vvith vvorldly empire, and earthes treaſure: 
Wuhulſt pureſ} nature, did vnſtained ſtand, 

In eaſterne Eden (place of paſſing pleaſure ) 
When giving Adam of his Evab ſeaſure; 

Toind two in one, inſepe rable vnion, 

To repreſent lum, and his church communion: * 


Yea vrhen falſe man, fell to Apoſtaſſe, 

(Miſled by Sathan, and his owne freewill) 

Had ſpoild himſelfe, and plagu d his progeny, 

And change d his ſeas of ioies, for flouds of ill; 

The matrimoniall ſtate, continued till, 

A mit hredate, to cure ſius poyſned ſting, 

The ZBezoar ſtone, that ſhould healt hes bleſſing bring, 


FFF 


For as a playſter, to repell deſpaire, 
Paine ceaſing med'ꝰ cine, to an aking ſore) 
God promiſe made, that Eve ſhould haue an heire, 
should bruze hell- ſerpents head, and make him tore; 
And to repaire thoſe ruins added more, 

To faithſull Abr am; when he thus proſeſſed, 
That i his ſeede all nations ſhould bleſſed. 
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Ne would in time, become true penitent. 


N 


Pollute the earth, with rape and raviſhment. 


The . of Suſanna, 


a hen eake loves hot-ſpur, Lamech over bold, 

Vith one ſweete fayre, could not fowle luſt ſuffice, 

But let deſire go looſe, and vncontrold, 

And choſe him mates in number to his eies, 

VVhilſt following age was wedded to his guiſe, 
True wedlocke went to wracke and nature then, 
Straunge mixtures, made ſtraung monſters out of men, 


Itgreived God, to ſee vngtatfull man, 
. V'Vhileto ſweete bayted ſin, all headlong ran, 


Hee like a champion, full of diſcontent, 
VVith wreaktul waters, did theſe wicked waſt, 1 
Not one preſerued,burthe wedded chaſt. 4 


And as it were a warning, heereto made, 
VVhen nature tul d, with law nuncnpative} 
How ſore hee did deteſt, fleſh-mongers trade. 
(Fell traytors that do wedlocks wracke contriue) 
From Sodom flames, he kept chaſl fower alive. 1 
So to preſerve, chaſt Saraes bed vnſpotted, 1 
Hee plagued kings, whom beautic had bee ſotted. J 


But in the true tranſcript, of Goddes one hand, 
Tranſplendant ſtar, how bright doth wedlocke ſhine. 
Hee ynderprops her empire, with commannd 
Dyrectes her lore with lawes,as with a line. 
Condemnes to death, her ſubiectes that decline. 
And when her peace is rent, by ielous iarres, 
Healers e e civil e = 


An. introduTien to the fry? 


And vvhile herlaſting glaſſe of glory ronnes, 
H/ blots her foes faite — fowle diſgraces 
But doth vouchſafe,ro call her children ſonnes, 
Entranchizing her fruit, vit freedomes mace, 
Doth nicke their counterteit ith name of baſe, 
As ſlips of ſin, ind fruites of baſeſt folly, 
Whole rootes,he rooteth out, at ſcede;vaholly. 


And that fierce Mart, with ſterne and ſower aſpect, 
Should not hing hinder, Venws influence 
He Mars his might, doth countermaund,and checke. 
But g ues her power, protection and defence, 
In maryed mates, to act benevolence, 
When to the Brides faire groome, for loue he ſpares, 
OLeycarc exempt, from warres and worldly cares. 


Even ſo the nations led by natures light, 

(Din ſeintules of the ſoules ſynteriſis 

Did patron ze her peace, with good fore · ſight: 

And to maintaine, her princely port in bliſſe, 

Reſtrain'd with lawes, wild luſt that walkes amiſſe. 
Denouncing deatb, ot danger to her foes, 


That darſt, gainſt their ſtates friend, themſelues appole, 


Thus hath all times, and tongues, well entertained her, 
Gods faithfull ſervant, and mans faſteſt friend: 
And thoſe condemn'd toſhame,that haue diſdeign'd her; 
And(if] augureright)thalFro the end, 
When man in vame, doth gainſt the Lord contend? 

Ne can the ſtate, ot pollititian miſſe her, 


— — — — —ͤ——ꝓ—̃— ß — — — — — — — — 


Wuile he for lus ſweetg Suns ſake, dothbliſſe by | * 


„ — — 


r MY cow 


Fa © #7, #@ A © Pa 


wa mw ww a Tj. y uO 


| 


The conflancie of Suſana. 


VVhoſe company giues comfort in diſtreſſe, 
| "Two headesat neede,yeeld more advice then one: 


Two walkers in the way,may fallesredrefle, 

Two bodies ſooner watme, then poſt alone: 

Two hands to helpe are better far then none. 
How may man miſſe her comfort (doe her right 
To paſle the lingring day, or tedious night? 


Shee concord doth augment, by conſanguinity, 
Sometimes ſhee ſtandes, the counterpawne of peace; 
Shee doth enlardge loues boundes, by new affinitie: 
Shee(arbitrating vmpire, ) warres doth ceaſe, 
Shee [till imploies the common · wealthes, increaſe, 
Her ympes in youth, are loues ſweete pawnes and gages, 
To parents ſtaues, to ſtay by in their ages. 


VVhoſc houſc i held, an Academie royall, 


Heere Fauh by doctrine, hath due exerciſe. 

| Heere — 

| Heere Patience preſt,ifthat extreames ariſe, 

| Heere Lowe in liking heartes, Hope never dies. 


iddes,her children to be loyall, 


Heere Fortitude, repelles faint feares ſoffence, 
Heere Mercie dot h, with many a fault diſpence. 


Heere Gratitnde,giues guerdon with good vyill,” 
Heere Conſtancie, doth checke falſe waycring Fame, 
Heere Humble minde, dothtake nor doe none ill, 


Heere Temp rance doth, fond luſts entiſements tame; 


Heere Chaſtitis, is guardian of good name. 

Heere Labour (Laſies foe)doth keepe true tuch: 
Heere CMeaxe oblerues enough,andnotto — . 
* eng 


The anifartef Suſanna.” 


Heere doth ſharpe Logique, proue her right with reaſons, 
Heere Grammar traines her ympes, in grounds of ſpearh, 


Heere ihewes Aſtronomie the ſtarres and ſeaſons; 
Heere to accompt Arethmeticke doth teach: 
Heere Rhetoricbe, in bad cauſes plaies the leach. 

Heere doth Geometrie worke all in meaſure, 

Heere Muſicbe is maintaind, to maintaine pleaſure, 


Heere Hiſtorie, dot h eternize her actes; 
Heere Poetrie paint es her never dying fame: 
Heere Natures clerbes, doe & fates. 
Heere Phifickeſtirs,to kee pe her health in frame, 
Heere Lawiers plead, the charter of her name. 
Heere Sophi/es(though like newters ſtanding mute, 
Vet) doe uot dare againſt themſelues diſpute, 


Heere fits Compaſcion, porter at her gate, 
Prudence purveis, her plenty and her ſtore, 
Houſe- keeping are, is ſteward: to this {}ate. 
Her liberall hand, is Ammerto the poore, 
Religion lead es her life, directes her lore, 
Good - order ſtandeth vſher, in her hall, 
Iuſtice controwles, if ought anuſſe doth fall. 


Wit hin her courtes, attendeth on her traine, 

The high, the low, the noble and the baſe, 

The ſtately monarch, and the ſtateleſſe ſwaine, 

Prieſt, prophet, pattiarch and the princely race, 

The troopes of warlike gallantes, preſſe for place. 
All times, all tongues, all nations farre and neere, 
With duties knowledgement: are preſent heere. 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna, 


No law, no learning, ſcience art, nor skill, 


| No craft, no cunning. knowledge, or invention, 


No (tate that was, or that continuerh ſtill, 

No trade, no miſterie, chat man can mention, 

But that it guardes wor we good intention, 
And when ſhee paſſeth by, with ſeemly greeing, 
All bow the knee, and thanke her for their beeing. 


* 


Thus her al · bleſſinge auctor, bleſt her prime, 
Thus hath ſhee gotten glory, from her ground, 
Prioritie, from venerable time, 

High ſovereigntie, with empire hath her crownd, 


All laws (their nurſe and foundreſle)fence her round. 


Fayce Edens prayſe, doth grace her grovnded fame, 
Mans nature (then moſt pure)doth now the ſame, 


Thus doth her high reſemblannce, rowſe renowne, 

Thus doth her faſt coniunction'rayſe regard. 

Thus doth her ſovereigne promiſe, prayſe reſowne 

Thus was ſhee made, when all thinges elſe were mard. 

Thus doth Jchove him ſelfe, her grextneſle gard, (ther, 
Thus doth Gods church, (her child) cõmend their mo- 
Thus common weales(her wainlings) will none other, 


Thus Nature aye ennobleth her eſtate. 
Thus Reaſon doth vphold, her reputation, 
Thus Profit deth her peerleſſe eſtimate, 


Thus Neede doth tend, her princely preſervation; 


Thusdoth mans life maintaine her eſtmation. 
Thus time doth yeeld, her chartets true content; 
Preſcription cuſſome practize and conſeut · 
Ii 6 Thus 


The conſt ancie of Suſanux; 

Thus doe all times, extend her excellence, 
Thus doe all tongues, extoll her rule and raigne, 

Thus doe all wittes, afford her beſt defence. 
Thus doe all ſtates, her ſacred ſtate maintaine, 
Thus doe all ſortes of men, attend her traine. 

Thus nations all, nobilitate her name, 

Thus doe all worldly powers, advance her fame. 


Thus happie ſhee, when all doe pleade for one; 
But hapleſſe you, when one deth ſpeake for all: 
You might haue ſpred your praiſes and bin gone, 

And not chaſt mariage name, in queſtion call, 
Bur(lidefranke gawſters)fith you venter all, | 
Youthat of others, ſpeake the things you ſhould not, 
Muſt be content, to heerethe wordes you would not. 
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If you had blotleſſe made, your miſtreſſe brow, | 
Before you ſpide the moate,in mariage eie | 
You might her tight, with better right avow, | 
Thus truth(thoughtyred)never went awry. 
In vaine the majfer findet a limping (ant, 
There be hunſel fe doth ſInmble and go hauli. 


Your clyent while ſhee claimes, a ſingle gift, 

Doth contradict, the law of propagation; 

And with a poore pretence and ſeely ſhift, 

Denies man comfort, (cauſe of her creation) 

Flies from old Evas faith, to ne wer faſhion. 
Depriues her ſe ede, liſes bleſſing in the land, 


Her ſelfe tn obedienct, God doch fult command, 


— wo — — ” we wo. wo .. 


Yea 


The conſt ancie of Suſanna. 
Yea while fine nature, worketh in her kinde,” 
+ Deathes ruines 20 repaire, in lifes repriue; 
o live for aie, in thoſe ſhee leaues bebhinde) 
Shee laboureth (till, to leaue her like aliue, 
And never die her ſelfe, whilſt they turvme, 
You (while you croſſe this kindly worke of nature) 
Would hue your ſelues, but leaue none other creature. 


And where the nations, to vphold their ſtate, 
Coherſe with lawes, aud ſhame, the ſingle lite, 
Vour ſelues (as lawleſſe)lawes doe antiquate, 
Set barren ſect againſt the bearing wife. 
Thus wage you warre thus ſtirre you endſeſſe ſtrife; 
| Thus {waying in ſelfe. will, your will withſtandeth, 
What natures biddes,and God humlclte commandeth. 


And. thus your life,reſembleth deſolation, 

Your bodies graues, to burie babes vnborne, “ 

Your yowa cord, to ſtrangle propagation, 

(Far better ill kept vowes, weare left valworng) 

Your thoughts fierce foes, to leg ue you kin forlorne. 
Your willes flat worldlinge, (while you ten porize) 
Your tongues in — wracke,doe ſcandalize. 


God matiage made, in commanding moode, 
And what he biddes,the ſame we mult obey; 
But mayden life, commended is for good; 
Where is command, commending beares ſmall ſway, 
Therefore to ſtint this ſtrife l boldly ſay, 
if God gize grace, the (gle life dothh well, 
el gife then mariage dub excel. 


T he conf} ane ie of Suſanna. 

Be quiet thenſweetethoughres,lets reſt agreede; 

Let mariage haue, deſerved commendation: 

Let virgins haue (that virgins are indeede) 

Due praiſe, renowne, and ſacred obſervation; 

True maide, true vvife, in thought and converſation, 
Bath holy in the Lordi he one as wife, 


T be other as Amade, m ſingle tife, 


Thus her ſoules ſences, held a long diſpute, 

Aud ſillogize their reaſons pro & con; 

While minde( the moderatour)ſtandeth mute, 

VVhat's vareſolved, to reſolue ypon: 

At length ſhee thus cõcludes, when thoughts were gon) 
Sith God made Evo, leaſt man ſhould line alone, 
Shee was of man, and not Pigmalions ſtone. 


When Fame the light-foote (titling babe by burth 
Falſe ſpie, that into ſecrets makes intruſion, 
Tale - bearing paritour, to mone and mirth, 
Foule-flcering blab, truthes traitour and confuſion, 
Had tane by top, the tale of her concluſion, 
Shee ſpreds with ſpeede, the motiue of her marying, 
Pretending haſt, as if there were no tarying., 


Whence came to paſſe, that troopes of corrivals, 
Like eager houndes to get a gallant pray; 
Doe poaſt with ſpeede, not caring what befals, 
To win the goale, and beare the price away, 
They flaunt it out, in traine and rich aray. 
To get the favour, of this gracious faire, 
That is ſo buxome, and ſo debongire. . Sou 


— 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna, 
Some offer ately dower,ſome princely gifts, 
Some honors hight, and to advaunce her kin. 
Some bare of theſe d ſue with louesficke ſhiftes, | 
Pawne ſighes ſad looks, ſtraung vowes, they make no fin; |} 
To ſweare for-{weare,this golden fleece to win. 
Each ſtreignes his thoughts — rivall to beguile. 
VVhilſt in heriowce lurks death, life in her ſmile, 


But as the mounting Eagle, in; the winde, 
Dildeines to ſtoope and checke baſe flockes of flies, 
Or as club griping Hereulet, by kinde, | 
Doth ſingle combate,with a dwarfe diſpiſe, | 
VVhoſe torce his manhood,doth not equalize, 
So ſhee doth fcorne,tofawne on ſuch a frend, 
VVhoſle faith doth ſoone beegin, and ſooner end. 


Let as in gardens, whear all herbes do grow, 
Some fragrant are, whoſe ſweeteneſſe doth excell, 
Though ſome cie-pleaſing lillies trimlie ſhew, 
VVhen as they yeeld the ſent, a loathſome ſmell, 
So ſome there weare, might pleaſe her eie full well, 
And by ſweete vertues odor, ſume her ſent, 
VVith grace automaticke, and redolent. 


VVhout compare, aye gloryous ſhininge ſonne, 
So in this gloabe of gallantes, theat ſtoode one, 
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{| Renowned Jaschim, thou the man admired, 
[| Both ofthe|(beldees,andthe /ewjch nation, 
| Thouweart of all regarded, and deſired. 


'F' 
* 7 


Thy life an obiect,worthie contemplation. 


rtrhou hatedſt Ceſara pride, which was the pelfe, 
ft That cauſd his death, which hee to late repented, 
Thou hadſt Ih waxen heatt, which till relented, 


Thou weart 4 Moſes in maintayning lawes. 
Thou didſt fell Pharao, govermentideteſt. 


Wouldſt pawne that heart, that hat bord in thy breſt. 
Thou ever heldſt Aanaſies wayes, vnbleſt. 


| Whatheart ſo iudurate, that Would not; yeeld, 
hear vertues puiſſant valor, ſtroue to win 
What mind: ſo obſtinate, to take the feild, 1 
SGiinſt thoſe fine partes, whoſe matches ſcant-· have bin 


eAa introduflien to the ftory. 


Greate was thie wealth, ſo was thie reputation; 


That didſt with Titus, purchaze thee a frend, 
Each day beefore the ſoune, his courſe did end. 


Thou didſt not with gnuffe Cra ſus, hoord thy wealth. 


Thou weart with Cats rich, hen once contented, 


If orphanes cride, i widdowes wanted right, 
If poore men ſaid, they wear oppreſſ by might. 


Thou with the Aac bie in thy countries cauſe, 


Thou weart a polititian, graue and wile, 
Jet free fromthat ſlie tricke, to temporize. 


Sure cauleleſſe to reiect him, t weare foule fin. ; 
Whearfore her thoughtes, well trayned in theirgood, 
Do eutertaine his ſauce, with gratious moode, For 

O eurettame, an me, grauen mee For 


For as a Diamond rich. (through vertue rare) 
Io it the gidsof ſturdie ſteele doth draw: 
And as the youth-worne /err,by like compare, 
Beſtowes hs power attrative on the ſtraw, 
So ſweete Suſanna,not compeld by awe, 
But led to love, by like heartesSimparbie, 
Did yeeld his eares, his wiſhed heartes replie. 


VVho thought him ſelfe to bee the happieſt wghr; 


V Vhen thee bet ameſ not hers but) his deſited, 
VVhen ſhee had made ſurrender of her right, 
The ioy, the comfort, wh:ch his heart required, 
V Vhileto obtaine that pray hee more aſpired, 
Then conqur'ing Alexander, to ſubdue, 
Awotld far wider, t hen the world hee knew. 


O peereleſſe purchaze fownd by few or none. 
O pleaſant conqueſt, pleaſed conqueror, ? 
VVhilſt true content, triumpheth in loues throane, 
More rightly rich,then Aſiaet emperor, 
The price was vertue, thou the vanquiſhor. 
For in thy priſ'ner, with a princely port, 
Reſidinge vertues, held theit royall court. 


VVithin the cloſet , of whoſe cloyſeſt pleaſure; 
(Neat cabbonet for vertues ſweete repoſe) * 
Nature and Grace, had hid their fineſt treaſure, ; 
And left it all to Conſtancres,deſpoſe. 
A truſtie guardian, for ſuch goodes as thoſe) 
Amongſt which glorious graces, in her breſt, 
Bright Chaſture was * the teſt, 
* * A 2 I = 


The couſtaueie of Suſanne, 


hee ſeated in a ſeate which yertue placeth, 
royall throne{thefoule and minde divine) * 
As onely grace, that every vertue gtaceth, | 
Is canopied with Feyth( moſt pure and fine) 
Like antkie-way, with circling C riſtalline. 
And at her knees, aie kneele, an d parte not thence) 
Tranſparent puritie, and (Gods gifte) C omtineuce. 


And co vphold her high, and heay nly ſtate, 

hee hath for guard, attending on her trame, 

ff | Sobrictie(cruthes friend, and vices hate) 

Foreſigbi(t hat evill occaſions doth refraine) 

Dumbe tongue, dead heart, blinde eie, deafe care, ſad brame, 
Well guided thoughts; a hand and foote not idle; 
Sterne abſtinence, that head - ſtrong luſt doth bridle, 


O chaſtitieſthou beautie oſ the minde) 

| Voſpotted puree in things vnpure, 

| The comlieſf ornament of woman kinde; 
Were not this ſeate moſt ſlipprie and vnſure, 
Thou wouldſt in all and not in few indure. 
But thy light foes, falle title, of true pleaſure, 
Thee loathed makes, her loved out of meaſure. 


Vea ſince thy friends in ſhe w, but foes indeede, 
Voaine Tutors taught, their pupils howto ſpell, 
10 For cafe, can: sud to ſerue towle neede, 


Ifchaſtly want, that cloaſſy dot h doe well; 
This motiue made, ſome ſubiects to rebell, ; 
Who by pretence, to vaderprop thy crowne, 


| In ſecret make aſſaultes, to pullthee downs, 


Whole 
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E The conflancie of Suſanne, 
VVhoſe prowd Eſſenian high. prieſt, Rabbens, 


To canonize thy ſaint, wil kiſſe thy ſhrine, 

Vet not with Aaron chooſe chaſt M aba, 

But like that Levite vſe his concubine, 

Tea if thou doſt thy ſelfe, in mariage ioine, 
They bleſſe thy name, as ſacred one of ſeven, 
Jet ban thine act, as moſt vnworthy heaven. 


O neighing lades, faſt friendes to infamie, 

Nut ſes to naughtmeſſe, lewd bawdestoluſt, 

Baſe vaſſalles to your willes Apoſt«ſie, a 

Why doth not Concience,checke your deedes vniuſt? 

V Vhy doth not ſad D-. pre, drowne in diſtruſt, 
Thoſe temptors of theſe ſacred Nymphesto fin? 
VVhom rape may not enforce,nor flattry win, 


Delightſome flowers,doe quickely fall and fade, 
And budding beauty blaſteth, in ſmall ſpaces 
But conſtant ¶ haſt, thy ſonne goes not to glade, 
No age nor eating time, can thee deface, 
VVIule vertue 1 vertue, doſt unbrace. 
Thou graceſt Suſan, having thee in hold, 
As richeſt lemmes, doe grace the fincſt gold. 


Her eAmbe: treſſes, made a ſeemely ſnhewʒ 

Her milke- white skin, adorned natures skill, 

Ver all did vaniſh, as the liquid devv, 

VVhile Cbaſtime remaines eternal (till, 

by then are vvomen vvedded to vaine vvill? 
That for a wanton momentanie pleaſure, 
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The conſlancie of Suſanna; 

Had Suſe» bin, of their vnſtable minde, ö 
To ſel eternitie to get a toy: 

hee had not left ſuch noted fame behinde. 

But had bin tit led, faith. le ſſe, fondly coy, 

Vvhich did relinquiſh luſt, for laſting ioie. 

Aud left her loved name, to be eternal]; 

But thoſe that wrong d the ſame, like fendes infernal. 


For when her choice, did yeeld a vvorldes delight, 

And ioies did ſoare, aboue the reach of ſorrow; 

Ven ſetled thoughtes, ſecure ef worldly ſpight, 

And barge of bliſſe, high fortunes ſeas did forrow, 

Then flattring night, brought foorth a doleful morrow, 
What t me her gracious God, did hold it beſt, 

To blaze abtoade, what harbord in her breſt, 


For as he faithful «Abrahams heart, did proue, 

By wiiling offting. of his guiltleſſe fonne; 
Andtride /o5s ſtable faith, and conſtant loue, 
Wit time ſlie Saban, his conſent had wonne, 
Jo leaue Jobs health forlorne, and wealth yndane: 
Even ſo he ſiſted, Sans conſtancie, 

lfchat ſhee would, her pure fait hifalſifie. 


And to complot this treaſon by temptation, 

Falſe Sat han had. fit men, fit time, fit place; 

VV as never foe ſo fitted for invsſion, 

The plot once laid he would not bate an ace, 

The price was ſhame(her glories dim diſgrace) 
The meanes, the men, the time, the place, thus 


Let Sathas prov d a foale, and ſhallow witted, 


VVhle 


 VVhileflattringtime,could not her thoughts content, 


ww —— — 


*. 


The conflantie of Suſana, 


Convenient place, had no convenient praie, 
Though nobles ſought her fames diſparagementz | 
Yet had more noble heart,z conſtant naie, Ht 
Aludges wordes, gainſt iuſtice beare no ſway, $ 
Gray hares,(grim ſutors)argued youthes greene follie, 
Their vele of Ptieſt · hoode made them more.ahollic, |; ; 


Such werethe wightes,that would this Ladie wrong, 1; 
So were their hearts, addicted to vile actions, 1 
That their luſt-foſtred thoughtes, did wholie long, 11 
On hacmeleſle Chaſtitie, to raile exactions. [3 
V Vhy ſhould ſtour nobles ſtoope to baſe detraftions? [! | 
V Vhy ſhould ſuch ympious ympes, haue rule of all. 
Whoſe thoughts are bale, and bond · ſlaues vatothuall, | 


VVoe to that place, Where law is turn d to laſt, 
VVoe, to that land, where tulers fall to ſin. 
VVoe rothat ſtate, vhere might doth ſay I muſt, 
VVoe to the wrong d, that ſecketh right of him, 
VVho forceth not of good, or right a pin. 

But makes the earth, the obiect of his eies, 


Becauſe he would, both God and hea vn deſpiſe. 


Thou God which doſt, fell tyrans rage deteſt, 
V Vhy ſuftreſt thou ſuch wolues, totyranniſe? 
V'Vhy are thy ſeely lamkins ſo oppreſt2 
And dot h not mercie in thy breſt ariſe? 
dure thou art mercitul, in this thy guiſe, 
In giving Tyrantestime,for to repent, 

Aud frunſull petience, to 5 
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W Theconft aneve of Suſana, 

| Arareexample,of which righteous loue, 

Doth in this ladies hfe,at large appearez 

VVhom tyrant stride, v —— ſhee vvould remoue, 
Her heart from thee, (her loving Lord moſt deere) 
But ihee in thee, remaind the vanquiſher; 

VVhen thou didſt raiſe, young Dauioll in her right, 
And put her ſliameleſſe foes, to ſhametal flight. 


For chen the nuptiall rightes, had due diſpatch, 

And ſolemne Jawes, faſt knit the ſociall band, 

By vriting made, attenticke of the mach. 

J VVhen firſt Helchna, gave his daughters hand, 

Before the ſtates, and ſemiors of the land; 

That yeare advaunced were, to iudgement ſeate, 
| Thole hell-taughr hirelings, fit for Sathaus feate. 


For while this tender lady, taught her will, 
IT attend her liked loue, and Lordly mate, 
| The captiue Iees, in troopes reſorted (hill, 
To iet in ſeac him, court es, and there debate, 
Of me ines, to mannage their forlorne eſtateʒ 
Too toxſe religion, ind awake their law, 
Borue downe by bondage, btee der of their awe, 


Soto ereftaſecret Sanhedvin, 
! They fin pled foorth twoſeniors,from the beſt, 
Graue, aged, ſearned, wiſe, of noble kin, 

For to expound the law, and rule the reſt, 

But they vvhich ſeem'd in ſhe what they profeſt, 
ln prooſe were Beal broodezbaſe ſlippes of Came, 
| Jutath falls Apoſt ater, men vile, and yaine, 
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The conflancie of Suſanna. 

| Theſclongfrequented,noble /oachim;*place, 
Grim ſires ſevete, like ¶Ariſt arc hus brow, 

Seem'd nothing popularʒ could not the grace, 

To kiſſe the hand or ſtoope the ſtately buw, 

But (though with halting)onely well knew how, 
To render right, without regard of gane, 


Which made contending troopes, attend their traine. 


But modeſt ladie, ¶Ladie modeſtie) 

dhee to avoid e the preſſe, in this repaire, 

And ſhun the gaze, of every glauncing eie, 

VVould to her garden walke to take the aire; 

A fine contrived plot and paſſing faire; 
Hemd in with ſtately walles vvhich lik d her vvell, 
(Chaſt cloiſtred ny mph, withia io {weeteacell.) 


And when the preſſe vvas paſt, and coaſt vvas cleere, 

Vato her home, het ſet led paſe ſhee bendes: 

VVhere oft ſhee findes her Lord, and loving Pheere, 

Conferring vvith thoſe ſeniors, his good friendes. 

To whom i for Joachim loue ) good looke ſhee lendes, 
Secure of luſt; ſhee deemd their age more ſſable, 
Their fait h more holy, thoughtes more honorable, 


But in plaine - meaning truſt, falſe treaſon lurkes. 

Slie Sat has hence, gate breath to blou luſtes fire, 

At which their melting heartes, he ſoftly wor kes, 

So that they take, th impreſſion of deſire, 

And ſo did hend, to vvhat he vvould require. ; 
Thus wich faire tales, he batteth buzzardes cies, 


Toteachtheſe dotardes irickes, co wantowze 
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The conſlantie of Suſanny; * 


The ſilver heares/ſterne ſun? nors to the graue) 
Are dipt in die · pot, and vvell taught to fl, 
In curled tuftes,k2 yonkers neate and braue. 


* 


il ( No Perwuge yet had Peru ſeene at al) | 


While withered limmes would youthes cel:ghts recal; 
The ſpundge, the combe, the glaſſe, doe wait at hand, 
To clecre the wrinckled skin, that age had tand. 


| Th Arabian odorts, mend a noiſome fault: 
Esch word, each looke, each geſture ſmackes of art, 
The limping legge begius to ſeape and vault. 
VVhen ( v ſhootes, where death ſhould thrill his dart, 
Old wagges exceede to play the wantons part. 

And then though folly, giue themſelues the fal, 

Vet muſt ſweete beauty beare the blame of al, 


So things wel ment, are oſtentimes miſtaken, 
Sometimes the harmeleſſe eie, doth feed offence, 
Sometimes faire dutie, makes his friend forſaken, 
Sometimes foule faultes, are hid by faire pretence. 
So were theſe ſeniors, ſnared by true ſence. 
V Vhen{burnd not by the fire, but by the light) 
They were entrap d, by that true ſpie, the fight, 


VVhile chaſt, concentricke circles of her eies, 
Like ſphericke ſections, cut by curious art: 
Reflectthe wanton beames,which gainſt them flies, 
Backe tothe darkeſome dungeon, of the heat, 
Makes Liver loue · ſicke, poyſons every part. 
Makes reaſon, and heartes paſſions, dilagree: 


— 


Makes that which wag notynhatis ſhould not be. _ | 
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"The conſtantie of Suſanna. 
|  Fie on fine beantie, that doſt bane thy breeder, 
Tie on falſe honor,that betraiſt thy friend, 
Fieon thee fooliſh feature, thou eie feeder, 
Fie on vnſtedfaſt riches, friendes vnkinde. 
Fie on choice education ( art thou blindeꝰ/ 
Fie on fit time, alluring bawd to evil, 
Fic on fit place, a broker for the dwel. 


Theſe were the traitours, that entiſementes gaue, 

To blinde concupiſcence, and bedlem luſt, 

To hood winke vertue, and at realon raue, 

That bids be bold, and baniſh faint diſtruſt. 

pr etendes the putchaſe good, and title iuſt. 

Fs Perſwades it cowardiſe, to duunt for ſhame, 
VVhere greater conqueſt wianesthe greater fame. 


And yet they deem d her vertues, farre to great, 

Her thoughtes to high, to ſtoope to bale deſire, 

Which did not coole, but much augment the heate. 71 

Great logges laid on, doe molt encteaſe the fire, 1 
Beate downe by doubtes, ſtout luſt doth chm the higher. 

| When ſtrugling ſtreames, with ſtrongeſt bates are deut, 

| Then flow des doe ſwell, and rage moll inſolent. 
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And ſo while raging luſt, out- reacheth reaſon, 

(Like bended waues they ſurge aboue the bankes) 

Diſpleaſe their friendes, and ſelues, and al co leaſe one, 

Leaue law, and right, to play valawtul prankes; 

Vo great attemptes, not worthy ſmalleſſ thankes, 
Grow careleſſe, reſolute in diſlolution; 


Bcvitch'd with heauties blae, to worke abuſion. 
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T be conflancie of Suſanna. 


That thoſe,which vvhilome did like Martial vvightes, | 


V Veild Mars his weapons, and were manly men; 
Become nice Sybarites, faint hearted knights, 
Forſake the field, to due in ( pd den, 
Re ſigne the Eagles empire, to the wren. 

Obſcure Hereulean fortitude, and fame, 

By childiſh ſervice, of ſome Lydia» dame. 


For as the fiſhthar{of his force to ſtoppe) 

Hight Remora, (much like the ſeelie ſnaile) 

Can ſtay the ſhip, of loftie talleſt toppe, 

Gainſt force of oares, and furious winded ſaile; 

So ſome whoſe fame, high fortune could not faile. 
Amidſt then —— are forſt to ſtaie, 
By luſt · fed loue, or elſe as weake delay, 


So ſovereignes oft, come ſubiectes to theit (in, 


Whilſt thoſe that ſhould not, ſoonſt ate ſlaues to luſt, 


Men what they muſt not, moſt are prone to win, 

Which makes trimme vertue, dragled in the duſt, 
When rulers areſas yron worne vvith ruſt) 
Conſum' d with loue, then countries fall to ſinne, 
As heere you ſee theſe iudges doe beginne. 


VVho oft were bentſ by reaſons E:fafir) 

{ VVithclub-fiſt violence, and clowniſh force, 
Jo breake into that princelie Pyramu, 
And batter downe, her wel- built walles perforce, 
If milde entreatie, might not moue remorſe. 
Or bold perſwaſions,blinde the eies of [reaſon, 


| Oclubtile teates,ſurprile the fore by treaſon. 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna, 

fhus oft they ment, to make araſh aſſault, 

More oft they ſeeke, vile opportunitie, 

And moſt doe mule, how they maie cloake the fault, 

Ifmad deſire, accompliſhed might be, 

Their withered hoping hearts thinke long to ſee, 
The fruit of their vntimelie, ſprowting luſt; 


Th' event whereof,they held in deepe diſtruſt, 


Each daie theſe graybeardes, kiſſe the garden dore, 
To ſee at leaſt the e of their Saint, 

And through the ſlender erannies, prie and pore, 
To feede tfie humor that doth make them faint, 


do doth her peetele ſſe hue their cies attaint. 


That aie to gaze on her, they doe require; 
As on ſweete ſpeckled Pautbers beaſtes deſire. 


Each daie for fervent loue, of this faire goddeſſe, 

They gad on pilgrim3ge,to her ſweete s 

Each daie fowle luſt, did feede in fainting bodies, 

On freſh recording, of her beauties ſhine, 

Each day they be repleate, and yet doe pine. 
Whi e out ward obiect nurſing in ward anguiſh, 
Abates the looke and makes the life to languiſh. 


Thus doth delay, not leſſen but increaſe, 
The furious fitt es, of their tebellions ſoare. 
And though they would, a parlee for their peace, 


' Yet want they meanes, her favour toimplore, 


VV ich makes them wih,tobe within the dore, 
V Vith her alone, that they might worke their vvill, 
To pray ot force her to that cuſed iI. 
They 


f The conſtavcie of Suſanne. 

They wondred greatly at each others griefe, 

F* Ycrtwanttheskil, the ſecret cauſe ro know, 

Though friendly hand. be preſt to yeeld reliefe, 

Vet fingred pulſe, cannot bewray their woe, 

And ſhame doth bluſſi ſuch ſhamefull partes to ſhew, 
While neither knowes, that either is entangled, 
Wu that ſharpe hooke, where wit h lumſelſe is angled, 


TI time, that pend. the — in this play, 
And dd pretend, ſome pleafing comedy: 
By ſtately rufſing actots, did _—_ 

th} Shee ment to ſtame the ſtage, and ſtanders by, 
I VV: tragique bloud, in tel Cata/trophie, 

| And'ſending opportunitie wit h ſpeede, 

Io fit occaſion, bid them both proceede. 


For on a day, vvhen Cynthius lampe of light, 
Had with his golden beames,embolt the skie, 
Andi climbing from the cirele · bounding ſight) 
Neexe tothe noone · ſteed line, vvas mounted hie, 
VVhen Natare did on cuſtomes lore relie. 

| To vaderepropt her weakeneſſe, with repaſt, 
That now grew faint, and feeble with long faſt. 


Then at kind Inachims gates,theſe ſeniors part, 

BY (V-:rruſtetraitours,to fotrue a friend) 

And to their ſeveral houſes, doe revert, 

Bot leaue in pavne, vnbodied hearts behinde. 

(ot where it hues but loues remaines the minde) 

I bey doe tepoſe, t heit friend · ſhippe on their foe? 

They leaue ſweete life in gage, yet home they 77 ; 
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The 8 of Suſauna. 


Where lazie reſt, did ranſacke all their vaines, 
Choice of delightes, doe breed no choice of caſe, 
The wayward worme, vvithin their adled braines, 
Was nibling ſtill, nothing but one could pleaſe, 

The feathered ſeate, doth ſeeme a neſt of fleas. 

The princely banquets, held a homely diet, 

The Doricke mulicke,makesthe minde vnquiet. 


The cookes controld,the meate not ſeaſoned well, 

The courtly waitor, ſeemes a cartly clowne, 

The fragrant odors, yeeld a loathſome ſmell. 

Who looketh ſad, he thinkes on him doth frowne, 

Who laughes out - right, doth envie his tenowne. 
Who wiſpreth in the cate doch him reproue, 


Who praiſeth beauty, robbes him of his loue. 


His loueꝰ not ſhee graue ladie, ſirſt his loue, 
Whoſe breaſts did breed, youthes ſweet contẽtments wel, 
His eies as blinde in choice, he dothreproue, | 
For /oachws choice all che ĩces doth lexcell, 
His neizhbours ſheepe ſnot his)mult beare the bell. 
Swecte Su/an(none but ſhee)is wort hy honor, 
His Debora not worthy to waite on her, 


Fond, teſty, wayward, waſpiſh, out of tune, 

His giddy head, doth toſſe his ttencher round. 

His haſtie heart is fierce, doth fret, and fume, 

His knife doth ſeele, his paſſions to abound, : 
His teſtleſſe foote, doth grate the harmeleſſe grounds 


Each punct oftime, doth ſeeme a lingring marrow, = 


The meale is ſhort, when as the ſaw ec is ſorrow. 
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| Therefore to ſecke mote eaſe, in pleaſing place, 


The conftancie of Suſanna, 


Ti:ev paſt alone, vntothe garden dore. 
V Vhere one of them not ſtaide, a breathing ſpace, 
But that his corryvall.is come to ſhore, 
V Vhere never boath, (till then) did meete before, 
And then to ſoone;for falſe occaſion then, 
Did plot the fall, oftheſe vnfaithfull men. 


For tra nd by time, each one acquaintes the other, 


A u bcauties blaze, in Suſans modeſt eie, 
Had ſet drie luſt on fire, vvhich did not ſmother, 
(V ichin their withered breaſtes) but burning flie, 


Like fierie dragon, in the flaming ekie. | 
Which forſt them to forget, their God theirfking, 
And binde beſt hope, vntoa hopeleſſe thing. 


They pauſe a ſpace,what beſt to doe reſolving, 


Like ewofi-rce Beares of greedie appetite, 


De viſing meanes, and in their mindes revolving, 


Ifthat ſhee will not wrong, her Joachims right, 


They would enforce her then, by force and might. 


Yer heere a guiltie conſcience, laies a barre, 
To (top this courſe, and their deviſes marre. 


Saith one of them ſhall we commit this evill? 
Shall freemen borne, be bond - ſlaues vnto ſinne: 
Shall we embrace the fleſh,to kiſſe the Divellꝭ 
Shall we controlling vice, to vice beginne: 
Shall we ſo famous, thus defame our kinne? 
(My Lord) we muſt ſuppreſſe, theſe prowd aſſaults, 


Elle thall we great ones, make the greater fqulces, | 
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The conſt ancis of Suſanns; 
Therule by vvhich all other rules, are tried, 

7” Muſtbearec a true proportion, every way. 

And vvant the ſmalleſt faultes, that mate be ſpied, 

So kings and ſeniors, that doe beare the ſway, 

Muſt liue to rule, and yet the lawes obey. 
Elſe how ſhould they blacke — and blame, 
VVhen they themſelues are guilty in the ſamet 


A mole is ſpeed'lie ſpied, in the face, 
VVhen in the bodie blaines,are ynperceaved, 
One ſeely miſſe will yeeld vs, more diſgrace, 
Then though the vnder ĩag, and poore aggrieved, 
Were of al roiall vertues, quite bereaved, 
For rulers are, the looking-glaſſe,the booke, 
In which all ſubiects eies, doe reade and looke, 


O let vs then remember, theres a God, 
A God, vhoſe ſearching eie, hath deepeſt ſeeing, 
AGod,whoſe providence, doth never plod, 
A God, in whom we moue, and haue our being, 
A God, to whom each ſinne, is — — 
A God, that will not winke, at this miſdeede, 
AGod, that will inflict revendge, vvith ſpeede. 


Zut heere I ſee, a curſed fawning pleaſure, 
That freez th my ſoule, yet burn th my heart with luſt, 
That doth torment my minde, beyonde all meaſure, 
And over - rules (me rulet) with I muſt. 
Then tel me brother whereto both ſhall truſt, 

Fot my poore trombling heart, is ſo tormented, 
phat Ithe ac vnacted haue 18 


—— 


— 
— 


[ The conffenciosf Sufonva 
His fad colleage, vvho all this time gaue care, 
Vith good attention, to this wavering tale, 
Did ſeeme as though, he held his counſaile deere; 
But in his breſt, they bred moſt deadly bale, 


So ſorrow ſuckt his bloud;that he lookt pale, 
Or take advice, what courſe he ſhould betake him. 


At length from ſin. flowing ſoule, (as flame from fire) 
He belloweth out, hoat · breathed brutiſh wordes: 
I muſt vvith ſpeed, effect my hearts deſire, 
If} Commaunding luſt, no longer pawſe affords, 
No, though mine obiect, vere ten thouſand ſwords, 
Ne can my ſpirit tepreſſe, ſo fiercea foe, 
My vvil is bent, my heart vvil haue it fo. 


A good phyſition, may his patient cure, 
If he be carefull, of the vvound in ſeaſon- 
But careleſſe, if he let it long indure; 
He findes at length, not one ſufficient reaſon, 
Hou of a feſtred vlcer, he might eaſe one. 
So if in time, l had this plague — 0 


I ſhould haue had no time, to haue tepented. 


But now my wound, out. reacheth reaſons skill, 
It feſtreth inward, and ſo liurts my heart, 

That I muſt bend, to my rebellious will, 

¶ Vnleſſe I wil endure, an endleſſe ſmart) 

I vvould: ſome Pyshomſſe could vyorke by art. 
Or man of God by praier obtaine the skil, 
Toure wy heart, fromthisincendedil. 


And ſtaggring paus'd;what anſwere belt to make him, 


| 


| 


Tisens kenne of Suſanne, 


But twi! not bezl cannot haue redreſſe, 


Dilpaire doth ſtop the way. to former ſtate. 


muſt therefore to her, my griefes expreſſe, 
And worke by griping might, and forced hate, 
Ifthat ſhee vvill not be, compaſſionate. 
Thus Ireſolue, my thoughts are paſt relenting, 
And careleſſe I (my Lord) of your conſenting. 


Vet while ſinnes griefe,would heale his ſoules conſũption 
Foorth ſteps the temptour, and to ſlop reſtraint, 

Doth beare him vp with winges, of proud preſumption, 
Biddes hope be (table, and his faith not faint; 


Thy God ſaith he) wit h mercy heeres complaint. 


If thou to him, thy acted ſinnes deplore, 
He heales with ſpeede,and ſalues thy ſmarting ſoare. 


And what?thy ſtippe is hut a veniall ſinne, 

Fine natures fault, (or elſe no fault at all) 

The ſaved Saints themfelues, haue ſinners binne, 

The ſteddieſt foote, ſometimes doth take a fall,, 

No ſhame to trip, but being downe to,crawle, 
V Vhat if graue age, of wantonneſſe reprouethee? _ 
The blame be hers,whoſe matchles parts did moue thee, 


Thus ſubtile Sarhe»,faines(to ſhift a carde) 

That vice is vertue, and foule · ſinne ſalyation? 
And that condigne, our works are of revvard, 
Vhen as our deeds, are vvorthy condemnation, 


To build pre ſumptuous ſinnes, on Gads compaſſion, 


He brings ſinnes warnings, warrants vnto ſinne, 
VVhile chus to pray, his e 
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| The conſt ancie of Suſanne. 
O God(ſaith he)doe not behold this fin,* + 
But if thou doſt, yet doe thou not reiect vs, 
EFor moe thy ſer vantes haue offendors bin, 
Therefore O Lord )doe not toſhame detect vs, 

Nor with thy heavy · falling hand, correct vs. 

Sith we are not the firſt, that haue tranſgteſſed, 

Thy ſacred precepts, in thy lavv — 


Old Adam fell, and yet thou didſt telieue him, 

TFThou halt forgotten, Nohalu drunkenneſſe: 

Lottes ſin was greater, yet thou didſt forgiue him: 

Thy hearts-loue David, Vue did oppreſſe, 

And made his wife, his luſtes adultereſſe. 
High- ſeated Salemos, (that held histhrone) 

Fel to fond luſt, and had more faultes then oue. 


| 
Al theſe(and moe thy ſervants)left thy lawet, 
Let did chy mercies largeſſe pardon all: 
VV hy ſhould I then, haue longer time to pawſeꝰ 
bt Or dread th: ſtorme, ere it begin tofal? 
| No, no, poore heart, l will nothoughtes fore (tall. 
]lnvent the way, to win thy choice delight, 
| And this my hand,ſhal helpe vvith maine and might. 
ö 


+ | 


Hie making might, the period of his ſpeach, | 

| ſ Entreates his mate, to cenſure his concluſion, 

Proteſting that no reaſon, ſhould out- reach, 

Or interrupt, his ſetled reſolution. ' 

T' YVhile thus he reſteth cateleſſe of confuſion, w * 
Hig partner doth impart,jhisth replies | 

And lcadezamille,yybat went before awry. 
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The conftancie of. Suſanua, 
Senior(ſaith he) raih is this enterpriſe, 
Haſt-making marchantes,often marre good marte, 
Lettes pawle a ſpace, our haſt may prodigize, 
Let firſt a fawning eie, to her impurt, 
The loue · ſicke paſſions, of a friendly heart. 
Let ſighes entreate, let lookes onr loue vnfold, 


Lets tempt her truth, with ti aitrous gobs of gold. 


Lets hire ſome B. to boord her with perſwations. 
That letter hath mote cunning, then the Ka. 
Lets court her oft, wich ſtatelyſſalutations, 

Lets ſift the ſecrets, of our Caba a. 

Lets looke in Breſſih booke, and Marcana. 


What hearb, what ſtone, what word, hath power in loue, | | 


Lets try theit force, and every vertue proue, 


V Veread in bookes of pendants,and of potions, 
Of figures f a d, with quaint charetter:ſmes, 
Of Mawmets made by art, to plannets motions, 
Of direfull wordes, and powerfull exorciſmer, 
Of curious fœates, to raiſe loues paroxiſmes, 
If heaven will not heere, lets luc to hell, 
The Fayries haue great force, old wiues can tell. 


Lets then hunt out, ſome old Hecateam hagge, 

That can eclipſe the moone, and clowde the ſonne: 

Sweepe hilles away, and cauſe the grownd to wagge: 

Make headlong ſtreames, backe to their heads to rcon, 

Raife ſpirites(as Sau in Exdor ſaw was done) 
Worke mindes as wax, make way ward wi | 
Letatrierheirgkill, before we venture di. 


—p—— —— ä 9 — — — — 9 


5 * 
1 . 
an 


” = af — —E[„—V 


— WO _ 
— — — :— — — — — — earn err pe 
* — 8 — 
2 —_— - A 
ES >. N — — 


— — 
— — 
Q XI 


— — 

— : — 

„„ . —— ng: 
” ö ö — S >: 


——— 


—— — 3 EIS Aa Bb Ko " e 
| — — 5 - - - «& wa Fug 
5 * 4 4 * ” * * — . 
, 
* | 0 = 

. VEIL ang LY»... 
» N 1 ———— 1 - a O 
* * 


But out fond lingring leaches, to ſicke lone,” © 
VVhile you provide, your patient doth decay: 


Let les ſures gueſts, your paltry phyſicke proue, 
Our ſickeneſſe is impatient of delay, 
Therefore ( ſweet Senior)let vs haſt away, 
Intothis happieſt orchard, there to hide ve, 
To try what better fortune dot abide vs. 


VVhickſaid : theſe dotards ſneake in at the gate, 
(Falſe traitor to take in his ladies foes) 
And(bcing injfly foxes they debate, 

V Vhere beſt to finde fit couch, for to repoſe, 


And ſhrowd themſelues, from gazing eies diſcloſe, 


Till truſtleſſe time might pay the hoped hire, 
Their hunger-ſtarved luſt, did fo deſire, 


And ſtanding thus at gaze,atlength they ſpie, 

A ſpreading palme, (fit arhour for to feaſt in) 

VVhoſe wreathe d boughes, and branches clowd the Sky. 

This louely bower,theſe brothels chooſe to reſt in. 
o neat a perch, for uch night owles to neſt in.) 
VVhere flowring Camomill, did cloat h the Found, 
VVich Roſe and Eglamiine,encloaſed round. 


VVhile heere they lurke,with pleaſing ſhrubs inſhrinde, 
Faire fights, freſh aire,doth yeeld them little eaſe. 
VVhie conſcience ſting doth gaule, the guilty mjnde, 
Their ſwelling thouglites, doe ſtrive like ſtruggling ſeas, 
No obiect of the eie, or eare, doth pleaſe. te ace 
They dread the leaues, wichwavering wil bewray the, 
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The conſtancie of Suſanne. 


The whiſtling winde, amongſt the trembling trees, 


' Dothforce the head to aile, and heart to ake, 


The harmeleſſe humming, of the toyling Bees, 

Doth cauſe the legges to quiver, hands to quake, 

Leaſt Joachim t hem ſuſpect, and tardy take, 
VVherefore the fearefull eie, doth loath the light, 


And long to haue, ſin-ſhrowding darkeſome night. 


And while they both revolue their caſc; ſaith one) 
I had a dreame, (God turne my dreame to good) 
Ales ſeem d we ſitting, on the indgement throne, 
Oar ſeate fell downe into a ſtreame of blood; 
Aud both we drenched in the crymſen flood, 

Inſleepe I flrowe,and ſtr ugled(wantig breath) 

To ſcape thoſe wanes that did confire our death, 


VVhich terror made my feareful fleſh ſo tremble, 
Vnneathes I could, my perfect ſences finde. 
Ceaſe{quoth his mate) no more, dreames oft diſſemble. 
Dreames are deceites, as wavering as the winde, 
They never daunt, a full refolyed minde. 
A fainting heart, ſhall never looſe the ſptay, 
V Vhich{mawgre dreames)l meane to win this day, 


Thus are thoſe ſeniors, ſold to deſolation, 

VVho doth not ſee their ſoules ſubdude to (in? 

VVhilſt their luſt-hardned hearts, by no perſwaſion, 

Can berecald,from whatthey did begin, 

Bur bent to venture all, vnſure to win. | 
Like ravening beares, bereaved of their whelpes, 
They lic alone, dexiſing F 
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— of Suſana, 


Deviſing manie helpes, to worke their will, oy 
Lo vvreſt or winne het, to their loathed lure: 
Othat ſuch Tygers fierce, her ſeeke to (pill. 

O that ſuchdrowhe droanes, ſhould be ſecure, 


To creepe into a hiue, vnſtain'd and pure. 


To taſt that Nectar, and Hybleas Honie, 
That none but one could inne, for loue or monie. 


| o hearts much harder, then the ¶Adamant, 
iff Ochartcesof ſinne, mappes of impietie. 
LEEre you the men, that vices ſhould ſapplant? 


Doe you (in ſhew) adore the dietie? 


I} Andſecke in ſe cret, ſinnes yarictie? 


O doe but thinke, there comes a iudgement daie: 
Where ſuch miſdeedes, cannot be wip d awaic. 


| But your hearts,harbour nought, but raviſhment, 


You follovv Terew vaine, in villanie. 

You careleſſe how to die, or torepent, 

Do liue ſecure of ſhame, and infamie, 

And thinke on nought, but oportunity, 
To perpetrate, your vvicked levvd intent, 
In which already, many daies are ſpent. 


But all daies now, are paſſed and expired, 

In vvhich you liv'd twixt hope, and grimme diſpaire 

V Vhentime bath brought you, vvhere you moſtſde: 

Even to that orc hard, where moſt holſome aire, 

Doth kiſſe the creature, which you held moſt faire. 
Imurious time, vvhy didſt thou ſerue her ſo, 
V Vhich never yvas or ment to be thy foc? VV a 


— — 


The conſtaucis of Suſauna. 
Why didſt thou ſeeke,*enthral a ſacred ſouleꝰ 


VVhy didſt thou ſeeke to traine her vnto luſtꝰ 


V Vhy doſt not oportunitie controule? 
VVhich ſeekes to draine her honour in the duſt? 
O flattring oportumtie vniuſt. 

Fit ſlaue to ſallie Saban led deſignement, 


VVhen thy compeere, ſit place, yeeldes entertainment. 4 


O God vvhy haſt thou ſet, the ravening wolfe, 


— 


Vpon the poore, and harmeleſſe lamb ta pray? 
V Vhy didſt thou let her ſcape, baribdis gulfe, 
For to(by Scylla rocke) be caſt away?» 


1 Thou haſt vpheld her, happie to this daie. 


And now muſt light, in Lyons tavening iawes, 
And plead to eares, that know no right nor lawes. 


For when the ſunne(neere ſommer tropicke ſeated ) 
VVith bright reflected beames,did all repeate: 
And weſtvvard from the ſoutherne line, recreated, 
Did make the foggie heart, in ſhade to ſweare, 
And croaking raven, gape and pant for heate. 
Then did Saſamas, to her vvalke repare, 
In ſhadowed ſeate, to take freſh cooling aire. 


VVhere with her mates demure, (two modeſt maides) 
Shee ſhrowds her ſelfe in ſhrubs,neere pleaſant ſpring: 
(Like harmeleſſe E/fes the fountaine fairy Nad) 
V'Vhere waters ruſh, and chirping birdes doe fing, 
And art with nature,framd a eutious thing. | 
Aſtately conduit, whence ſweeteſtreames diſtilled, 


— V Vhich ynderneath,a ſumptuous ceſteme filled. 


eAointrodufBlenia the for? 


In which this vertuous dame, was wont to bath her, 


VVhen lawfulrightes,ſuch e did tequire. 
And now to ſoone) induced much the rather, 
Becauſe ſun· burning beames, did fry like fire, 


VVherefore (ſhee ſaith) good wentches home retire. 


And bring the ſoape, the cloathes and things I neede, 
Shut faſt the dores, returne againe witch ſpeede, 


VVith due obeylance, and a baſhfull ſmile, 
They yeeld the looke, ofteadie ſervitude, 
And: with officious foote, they poſt awhile, 
Vatothe garden — occlade, 
To ſtop each ſtranger out, that might intrude. 
And by a poſterne gate, they poſt away, 
And yet quicke wantons, make to tedious ſtay. 


Thus leſt alon lady voide of feare) 
Shee ſerues her with ſolicaric muſe, 
Secure what birdes of rapine, rooſtedthere, 
That ment herwretch,in their ſharpe cla wes to bruſe, 
And vnprophaned bodie, to abuſe, | 
O uttle doth ſhee know,wharſerpenteslurke, 
In traitrous placezto pray on natures worke. 


Had ſhee Daaua bin (as poetsfaine) 
VVhen theſe eAfeon,pried through the vyood; 
Shee as Diane did, would them conltraine, 
To be tranſformed,in her angry moode. 
Sheecould not doe her glory, greater good, 
But what eAeovs ſeeke, to ſeructheir vvill. 
Shee lutle knowes,that never kagw lurch il. 
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Doth leldome feate, whats hidden in the baire, 


The conf} antie of Suſanna, 
The ſeely fiſh,that hooke hath never angled, © 


The bird that nevet was, with ſnare entangled, 

Doth ſhun no place, for that thee feares deceite, 

So careleſſe ſhee,what curres lie at receite. 
To take, entangle, wronge. her guiltleſſe minde; 
Doth nothing feare, ſhee ſhould ſuch treaſon finde. 


But Sat han t hat had ſmothered, long his fire) 

Brings now three blazes flaming, hies apaſe, 

To kindle bright, the brand of their deſire, 

With beautiespraie,commodioustime,and place, 

Vp(ſaith he)beaſtes:faint ſluggards:are you baſe? 
Cheere vp your {p'rirs,ler groaning thoughts be glad, 
So faire a day. no Lordingseverhad, 
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VVhile faultleſſe ſhee, fits trapt hy falſe occaſion, | 
VVhen once her maides were gone, and all things faſt; 
Fort hwith theſe luſt · breath d Lordes, made raſh invaſion, 
To make prophane, the ſoule that i: io chaſt, 
Like hunger - ſtarved, vultures they make haſt, 
To get the baite, within their ravenous beakes, 
To kiſſe thoſe corall lips, and roſeall cheakes. 


And though with haſt, they fall vpon the ground; | 
They rife againe,and headlong foorth doe ronne. 
The fall doth ſay,this fact ſhall you confound. 
Your ſeate is dipt in blood, and you vndone, 
O leaue it oſ, that is ſo ill begonne. 
But while rebellious Sathan, runneth by them, 
r _ Þ 
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The conſt antie of Suſanne, 
V'Vhen ſhee(good lady)favy theſe ſtra 

To preſſe — heedeleſſe ſpeede; 
Shee wondred greatly: Ignorant vvhat wordes, 


¶ VVhen as they came) would from their hearts proceede, 
They ſtreight vvith eireled armes, her bondage breede. 


VVhile gazing eies, beholde her comely hue, 
And maffling mouthes, theſe graceleſſe ſpeeches ſpue. 


Quoth one of them ſor one did ſpeake for boath) 
Wee muſſ, wich that falſe heart began to faile him. 
Lo tell the reſt his guilty minde was loath, 
Thinking perhaps) dumbe ſhewes would moſt availe him, 
And ſhee amaz d, with merveile what ſhould aile him, 
To greete her ( helpeleſſe captiue) with Im, 
Did feare the fury, of the tyrant luſt. 


And quivering ſtandes, as doth the harmeleſſe deere, 

Beſet with greedie curres, and eagte houndes: 

Shee lookes about, and pries to finde a cleere, 

To ſcape theſe Crocodiles,rhat paſſe their bounds, 

VVhoſe claſped armes, doe yeeld her deadly wounds. 
While ſhame doth tie their tongues, & make thẽ mute, 
And conſcience ſeekes, their conqueſt to confute. 


At warre was vvit and will, for beſt ende vours, 
Contending thoughtes, did hold a civill ſchiſme, 
As freezing fittes, preceede hoate burning fe vors, 
So conſcience feeles, aſhaking parariſmo, 

In vaine doth reaſon, ſight with Rberoriſme. 

The weakling wit, conſtrained is to yceld, 

And bedlem luſt, left owner of the field. 
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As introduſtios to the flory, 
For when hee had a tyme, him ſelfe bethought. 


|” Righr,ſhame,and feare,exiled from his heart, 


And love with luſt a cruell combate fought, i 
And ſtrived one, the other toconverte, 
Then hee began, his paſſions to imparre, 
Yer bent to ſpeake, and dou of her nay, 
Hee faintes againe and knowes not what to ſay. 


Then(as thoſe cheating mates in conny-catchinge, 

Cogge, ptate. and lie, to furniſh foorth their feate) 

Hie bestes and ſettes, his braines a brood in hatching, 
Straung ſleightes, to gaine this more then golden cheate, 
Epuheme,to coole fleſſ· burning heat. 

At length twixt faltring hope, and faint defpaire, ' 


He fawnes,he frownes, he threates, he ſpeakes her faire. 


Sweete ladie now(laith he) we muſt enioy thee « 

Ifno or liues,will ſoone vabodied be, 

Conſent therefore, if no, vve will deſtroy thee, 

And lay we ſaw one 2 thee. 

Nay wee will vow by heaven, wee did thee ſee, 
To act adulterouſe ſinne, ich ſome baſe ſſaue. 
Then yeeld if thou wilt lief and honor have. 


If thou demaund, ho our ſin- ſeaſ ned hearts, 
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176 The conflencie of Soſauna. | 

1 | Thy ſtature like, che ſtatly Cedar trees 

ry peerleſſe beautie, paſſing al the reſt, 

Thy ſeemely ieſtures, which each noats and ſees, 

Theſe are the thinges, ent hrall the migkrieſt. 
And make commaunding monarches,co be preſt, 

| To fall from honor quſtice, lav, and right. 

And banniſn thoſe, which love them, out of ſight, 
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Theſe are the traytors yrhichberray thee now, 
Theſe(like falſe guides)dolead vs fromthe Lord, 
% Theſechiogesmake lawfullkinges,and Lordes allow, 
binges molt valawfull.and to bee abhord. 
What man(fairc ladie)could not well aſtord, 
To try fell paĩnes, to purc haze ſuch alone? 
Yea pains of death, aud thouland perils prove, 
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| Didſteverread,thoſe high conceyted ſtoryes, 
In which the lives, of worthy loves are writ? 
If ſo, thou ſeeſt, the trophies of their glories, 
Were rayſd on loue and how inſpir d with it, 
They pawne their lives, by fartheſt reach of wit, 
To make loves name, eternall and adaured. 
That elſe to fame, had not with coſt bin hired. 


O then but thinke, thy Lords are more tormented, 

Who dare ſuſcept, mote perilles then them all. 

And yet we know, our deedes may be repented. 

Sith greater men, do take the greateſt fall. 

For when they ſlip, the Erebo is not ſmal, 

That doth teflect their faultes, to every eare, . 
V Yhich makes contenced mindesuot dinib for ver.” 
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The conftavcie of Suſams, 

Had not(the Charmer)beautie vs bee witched. 

', V Ve ſhould have held, the freedom of our ſtate, 

And have bin richly, with Gods giftes enriched, 

And never feard the ſpite, of daring fate. 

But why do we, out ſforrunes now relate, 
V Vhich may(perhapes)ourraſh attemptesenſue? 
V Ve came notnow,our future ſtate to rue. 


But carne our over burning hearts,to cole, 
Enflamed byreflection,of thine cies, 
Let them (ſweet love) be quenched in that poole, 
That may thy Iaachims vic, and ours ſuffice. 
But ſay the word, and we will meanes deviſe, 
That thou fair dame, ſhalt never be ſuſpected. 
For why,our deed, to none ſhall be detected, 


What if thy parentes be, tight deere vnto thee ? 

Thy children deere, good Iaachim deerſt of all? 

Yet flie faint fesre, this fact ſhall not vndo thee, 

Beat down diſtruſt, and all hixthoughts appall. 

For this miſdeed, ſhall not in queſtion: call, 
Thy ſpotleſſe fame, Which all men hold vnfracted, 
Aud deeds untgnomue, are ev nas thoughtes umac lad. 


Qaoth he we both, ate linially deſcended, 

From Juda race kinſmen to Zedechiat. 

Thou maiſt ſweet fait, in vs be princely frended, 

Tea more, if thou wilt bend vnto our byas, 
Thou maiſt be mother, to the great Meſſier 

And fo be famoſed, by royall birth, 


Of abſolute commaundęr, of the earth 
23 


For /«daſcepter,thenlay in the duſt. 
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[1] Thusfleſhly ſpeakes,chis arnall Ci. ur, 


Pawninge his ſoules deerelifegtoranſom luſt; 


I hi Or like a kingdome dreaming, I ba/mnudsſ}, 


That in an eartlhy empyre, puts his truſt, 


And then as nov, they hop d an earthly kinge, | 
But to his tale, this Sophilt more doth ſinge. 


If treaſure want, thou fhalt haue gold at will, 
Or what thy wiſh, or. pleaſinge t 
If honors hight thie honor laſleth ſtill. 

While ſecreaſte, our age and ſtaterequireth, 


ht deſreth. 


Yea place and time, thie free conſent now hiretha 
Thie maides away, do winke at thine offence. 
The cloaſed dores, will with thie fact. diſpence, 


If douptes obiecte, our wordes in jeſt are ſpoken, 
And that our lone is conninge degply feigned. 
Then heere by hollyeſt vow, (r never broken) 
VVee deeply do proteſt (a — 
Our ſuite is loue, by true affection trayned. 

Then yeeld, if no, this armes, conſent ſhall drawe. 


For needs wee muſt, and needobeyes no lawe, 


Elſe if thou doſt perſiſt, in flat deniall, 
Bee hold extreames at hand, thie doome is teemed. 
Adulterie,ſhall breed thie death in tryall, 

So ſhalt thou dead, an ſhipocrite bee deemed, 
So ſhall thine end, bee infamous eſteemed. 

So ſhale thou ſtaine thie kin, and blud debaſe. 
Delame chie pheere, and baltardize thy race, 
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The 3 of Suſanna, 


For we vvell knovne (graue fathers in the land) 


VVilin thy trial, tudge and vvitneſſe be. 
By oath of two, each verdict giv*n mult Rand, 
Our ſelues vvill ſweare, we found embracing thee, 
A beardleſle groome, in foule adulterie. 
Then better twere, to hue and haue good name, 


Then haue thy death, ſepulchred in defame. 


As for our ſelues, we haue at large debated, 
V Vhat ſhame,what infamie t his fact may gaine. 
How that we may be pointed at, and hared, 
Yea more then pointed: dailie die like ¶ an, 
While drowping life, is burted in diſdaine 
A loathſome graue, a death far worſe then death, 
Bec auſe the ſcandal, ſhal re viue on eatth. 


Thus hau: we thought, what may enſue the deede, 
VVhofecarcs what may be, miſſet E Ladies loue, 
Faint hearted carpet knightes, doe ſeldome ſpeede, 
If feare of what may be, doth them reprone, 
No feate ihall daunt my heart, or may bee moue. 

So ſtrongly hath deſire, enchaunted me, 

That 1 muſt needes, embiace mine infamie. 


Sweete let vs then, fcede on thy coral lippes, 
If that wil not ſuffice, lets farther feede. 
For raging luſt, hath gotten bedlem whippes; 


And beates our heattes, ſothat the wounds doe bleede, 
And nought can cure them, and contentment breede. 


But thine embracings, and thy bodies vſe, 
Which can tecure the hurt, procure thy truce, 
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N ö ; The conſt ancie of Suſanny. 
f | Be briefe therfore, report to vs thy minde, 
If thou wilt yeeld, weele reſt thy ſecret friendes, 
If no;thou knowſt what ftiendthip thou thalt finde. 
WI Thou knowſt who ſo againſt the ſtreame contends, 
Doth ſtriue in vaineʒlus health but ſickely meads, 
wh | Contract thy tale, doe not at large debate, 
VFor kno vz delaies are dangerous to thy ſtate, 


GdShee drown'din gulfe of griefe, to heare him charme, 

Like Hobbies pray, lies quivering in tlieir handes. 

And panting ſo, as if ſhce felt the hatme, 

That would enſue, if ſnee their will vvithſtandes, 
For well ſhee ſees, their ſhippe ſhckes faſt in ſandes. 

| They care not how they beare, their wind-blown ſailes, 

i And leſſe thee knowes, what countaile belt availes. 

|  Ifthat ſhee yeeld, ſhee is betraide to ſhame, 

If no, ſhee leaue; her friends, her ioies, her life. 

14 VVhich oftheſe two, deſerues t he greater blame? 

Jo die with ſhame, or llue a wicked wife, 

1 | Shee ſchooles her wavering thoughtes, about this ſtrife, 

{ Shall Sw{en doe, what moit ſhee doth detelt? 

Shall Cuckowes hatchrheir birdes,in Iaachims nelt? 


ff Nay rather Soſan, die an innocent, 

And render vp, a pure life - breathing ſpirit. 
Then make thy quiet conſcience, male- content: 
And purchaſe death, and hell, for thy demerite, 
For harlots ſhall,no heavenly ſeates inhetite. 
And ſure I amzif guiltleſſe heere I die, ; 
My Habe4 blug,tor vengance hence will cries 


— 


— —— — —— 


The conſtancie of Suſana. 
V'Vhy then I will reſigne, fond luſt to theſe; 
And fall into the handes,of God my king. 
Sith far tis better, God then man to pleale, 
For if I yegld vnto this curſed thing, 
My conſcience hath, a penetrable ſting. 
VVhich will torment, my ſoule far worſe then hell, 
That I ſhall bide, more paines then tongue can tell. 


The fact would aie, be written in my brow, 

The bluſhing humor, would bewray my caſe. 

IfIſhould heere one ſay, eAdnlireſſe thou, 

The reddes would riſe, and muſter in my face, 

As if the wordes, were ment to my diſgrace, 

My husbandes loving eie, in blotted booke, 
VVould read my fault, imprinted in my looke. 


In ſleepe condemning dteames, would haunt my head, 
And [hametaſt thoughtes, tecord my ſhameleſſe follic, 
The covering: would crie out, of Joachims bed, 
And ſay faire hypocrite, thou art vnholie, 
Pull done thy plumes, and never more be iollie. 
My ſmiling babies, would bewray their mother, 
And yeeld their fires, refemblance,to ſome other, 


F 2 "rD Thus 


— In ets Hg wages - 93 


[ us did ſhee,in her ſecret thoughtes debate, | 
V Vhat belt to doe; before ſh'would anſwere make; 
Meane time they long, her to contaminate. | 
Vet wondredat her lookes,before ſhee ſpake, , 
#7] V Vhich Angel. like might moue them to forſake. 
hheir le wd intent, ifever milde remorſe, 

Or tender mercie, might their hard heartes force. 


And dovene from thence, vpon th aggrie ved ground. 
Which might moue ſtones toteares, if they had cies, 
Her to behold, which did vvith griefe abound, ſſound. 
Whoſe heart lodg d cares, while tongue the fe words doth 
And eies guſh teares, true tokens of dee pe ſorrow, 
Thus hearts from eies fell obiectes, paſſions borrow, 
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1 ö With hands diſplaid, ſhee lookes, vnto the skies: 


742 Ik 
o O you(quoth ſhee) that ſway Gods Iſcael, 
{| Repell prowd Sathan,vvho doth ſeeke your ſoule. 
Flie. flie, for this my heart doth hate as hell, 
O ſlie with ſpeede, leaſt God your ſinnes controule, 
Reſt thus reſolv d, you never gaine this goale. 
For never ſhalt be ſaid there lies that wife, 


Which left her God, o liue a brothels life. | 
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Some birdes and brutiſh beaſtes,by natures lore, 

I? Doeflicthis fact, as moſt abhonunable, 

{!; Thenare you worſe then they?vvho ſhould haue ſlore, 
Orreaſon, and in iudgement be moſt ſtable, | 
What doc youthinke, Gods booke is but a bable? | 
oO be not beaſtes, chougſj you be made of clay, | 
But haue regard, vnto your ſoules decay. | 
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The rouſfancie of Suſaims, 

| Whatif T{wicked)ſhould your willes content? 

| Whargaine youif you game, your whole tequeſt? 

VVhy nothing worth a ſtraw,aruſh,a bent, 

A ſmall thing got will gaine your great vntuſt, | 

For onceobtainde,youle vviſh to be releaſt. ' 
Vea loath the deede,your ſelues,and me(perhappes) | | 
Therefore my Lordes, be rul'd flie afterclappes. 4 


One droppe of poyſon, put into the cupp, 1 
Infees the whole, and makes it venemous, 
So one bad thought, in heart once harbord vp, 
ö Doth cauſe the body, to be vitious, 
Then flie ſuch thoughts, as are ſo poyſenous. 
And let not nature, haue the vpper hand, 
But ſeeke by grace, her tieementes to withſtand, 
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Iſt not fowle ſhame, for him to miſſe the butꝰ 
Which ſhutes with levied aime, to hit the pricke? 
Then tis more ſham, hen ſtates in practiſe pur, 
To winne renowne, and yet like ſlaues doe ſtick e, 1 
At honeſtie, O doe but note this tricke. 
Firſt know your ſelues, then what you vndertake, 
So you like conquerours, ſhall ſuch ſinnes forſake. 


Do not debaſe your blood, by baſe deſigne, 
Your place ſhould foſteriworthies free from blame. | 
What though your branch, hath roote in Iuda linet 
| Vou ſhould depend, vpon deſerved fame, 
And not leaue all to nobleneſſe of name. 

| For nature proues, a tainture in the blood, 

| Where life laments that nature n not good, © | 
| ” B32 Phię, 


474 eAnimiroduttionto the flory, 

$11 Phie,Phie;graue Rabbies, gro to be ſoraſh, 

Jo royſt like ruffians, and exceede in fin. 

Shall ſeaſning ſalt, become vnſav ry traſh? 

uvvhatꝰleeſe your ſelues that others ſeeke to win? 
Shall faire without, be cloake to cloake to fowle within? 

No, nozſith great ones, are example givers, 
Seeme not to be, but be indꝭede, good livers. 


Let vertue be the ground worke,of your greatneſſe, 


Set God your guide, in conſcience bower of btaſſe, 
For glories fort, not founded is in neateneſſe, 
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Accourſers name, doth naught beſeeme an aſſe, 
Iis folly, phrenſie, furie(out alaſſe.) 

To ſtand a tiptoe, on the title point, 

It life be looſe, aud vertue out ot ioint. 


You aske if I haue conned, hiſtories? 
Then know I haue, both humaine and divine, 
Wherem J finde, the laſting intamiss, 
Of ſuch as ſhrawded,vnder ſinnes blacke ſhrine, 
And how thele glorious men, like ſtarres doe ſhine, 

In glories {pheere;which haue ſuch faultes forſaken, 


And vato vertues guide, themſelues betaken, 


#/ VVhat vas thie cauſe of raging catac/yſme, 
That did with gaſtly waues the ſinfull ſmallow?, 
But beaſtly life, and brutith barbariſme? 

VVhule Sodame did, chaſt natures heſtes ynhallow, 
Wulio, (wantons nice) in luſtes delight did wallow, 
God purdged the polluted place, with fire, 

Made ebe ll alches ot hip lie. 
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The conſtancie of Suſanna. 
V Vhen Sichem( Hevite)did perforce deflawer, 
Faire Drana( [acobs dearling and delight) 
Did not ſin-hating heaven, at it lowre? 
And raiſe re vendge, for thisabhord deſpight? 
Yes twas the caule, that Jacobs ſonnes did fight. | 
Gain't Hemors ſonnes, his ſubie ctes and hisztowne, | | 
All which by them, hand- ſmooth were beaten downe. 


What bloody warre, fierce wrath,and raging ſpoile, | 
Fell on the fatull tribe of Bentamine? | | 
V Vhattime the men of Gibea, did defile, | 
(By beaſtlie rape)the Levies concubine, 
V Vhich made their bretherne tribes, ſoſorerepine; 
That oſthe Beniamites,there loſt their liues, 

Fiue times, fiue tliouland men, beſides thieir wines, 
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VVith Sittim plague, fell thowſandes twentie fower, 
Becauſe they gaue their liues, to luxutie. 1 
Did David ſcape, for that he did deflower, ' 
Vriahs wife?no (ure the childe did die, | 
That thus was gotten, in adulterv, | 
Yea God did ſweare:the like diſgrace and ſword, 1 
Should light on his, for leaving of his word, 


VWVhat did prowd Pars gaine, to gad to Greece, 

To fet that mynion, Menelaus vvife?. 

(Fames Thwenix;beauties ſaint, a peereleſſe peece) 
Shee coſt a kingdome large, and many alife, 
Sardanapalus, living voide of ſtrife. ; 
Becameluſtes wanton;wallowed in herpleaſure, 
OO A fe ang treaſure. 

» 4 | 


. 

Th Dye conſtaneis of Suſauna, 
And well;for ifrhe Lord in wedlocks cauſe, | | 
ft]! Plague common-weales,andplay the vanquiſher, 4 
Wuen one fow!le fornicator breakes his lawes, 
What {hill be done, to that adulterer, 

| eſtickler ofthis ſrite, and bloody ſtirreꝰ 
| Were he not worthy, (breeder of this brawle) 
end eſſe death, to pine and die for all? 


\ Ty 


17 (cles of late, ſin practiſe of the law) =” 
doome of ſtoning death, for like offence, * 
l 1candefire,your heattes from right withdraw, 
4l:itJaw!eſſenow,youcan with laws diſpence? 
What hraimſicke humor doth your braines incence? 
To deeme that fact, death worthy in an other, 


Wuich you your ſelues, do foſter, ſeed, aud cover? 


If ſpeeche: duc, but breath and labour leeſe; 
It formec v ccannot forwarne your eares; 
Ihen yer behold, loffer ou my knees, 
A liceificg ot ſignes, and ſtormie teares, 
Piciy che pame, chat in my looke appeares. 

Let theſe my wringed hand awake remorſe, 


Vic fayourſgood my Lords )abuſe not force. 


Conſider what you are: not baſe borne flaves, 

Bur chicte conductors, of Gods choſen ſheepe. 

Then as a cr: Zed ſhip, that's toſt with waues, ' 

Doth let the waters, t the chinckes in cxeepe, 

And drown'th her ſelfe, withall in whelming deepe. 
So you the ſhip, wliereim your ſubiectes ſaile, 
Your ſabigcdes ile, when youbeginneto fale = 
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The conſflancie of Suſanna, 
Therfore I coniure you, by greate /ehov?, 

For countries cauſe, for ſubiectes happineſſe, 

Eor your deere ſoules eſtate, no further moue 

Mee poore afflicted ſoule heere ſuccorleſſe. 

O do not ſeeke to drowne me, in dillreſſe. 
Leaſt now you ſee, old Sodom flaines deſcendinge. 
Suppteſſe your ſuite, ſerve God who waits amending. 


— 
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Zut what avayles, roſownd to beaſtesretreyt? 

Or quench the blaze, that burnethin the ſtraw? 
Though Croco diles do weepe,they meane deceit, 

*- Though Lyons cowch, they hide a hurtful paw, 
Fo though theſe Lordes, be moanethe tectes they ſaws 
& 1 & Commende her zeale, extoll her good entent, 
Let hl vntamed luſt, growes inſolent. 


— — — U—— a * 


he ſofteſt drops, do peirce the hardeſt ſtoanes, 
Through gentle wordes, vngentle heattes will yeeld. | 
The tendereſt zwibo, foftneth roughelt bonnes. | 
Mi de muſick can, mad beaſtes allure and weild. 1 
hen are your ſtubborne heades, ſo ſtrongly ſteeldꝰ 
Or arc your heartes ſo heard, ſo tough, ſo fe rce, 
That nought can enter, ſoſten, ſealon, peirce? | 


| | Behold the melting teeres, this ladie ſheds, 
| Beholdwhat greet,l.es harbord in her heart. 
|| Behold what modetiic, her over- ſpreds. 
|+ Behold how ſoare,the wound ynmade doth ſmart. 
Behold her ſoule, repining at this parte. 
Behold hart - rentin es, aſſault your eies, 
Behold vp heaved lande fo mercie ct es. 


* 
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T he conſt ancie of Suſanna. 

But as the wilfull Aſßi, ſtoppes her eare; 
V Vhen charmers chaunting wordes, (like baites entiſe) 
Sotheſe enchaunted adders, will not heere, 
The wordes of health, or wiſedomes ſound adyiſe, 
Sobendded will, is bent to winne the price,” 

That neither may, this ladies plaint or moane, 

Make pitty pierce, their heattes more hard then ſtone, 


For when her hearts, deepe oracles were ended; 

And that they ſaw ſuch reſolution in her. 

V Vhile chaſteſt faire, faire chaſtitie defended, 

Gainſt thoſe who ſought, with fawning wordes to win her, 
As farre from hope, as though they had not ſeene her. 


Perſwaded now, faint means would marre their matter, 


Her with ſtrong hands, (weak fort )they ſeeke to batter, 


For ſavage Saiyre - like they vvould vncover, 

V Vhat baſhfull nature, b:ddeth ſecreat hide. 

And cloſe as hungrie Rayens, they doe hover, 

To doe that great diſgrace, ſhee may not bide, 

But when ſhee ſaw, foule luſt was at full tide. 
And that her lingring gitles, did ſtay fo long, 
Shee cride amaine, before ſhee felt the wrong. 


Helpe, helpe(ſhee ſaith)helpe, helpe Iam vndone, 
O helpe a wofull wretch, in wretched caſe. 
At which her crie, the iunior iudge doth ronne, 
And open ſettes, the garden dore(apaſe) 
As if ſome fellon fled, out ofthe place. 

And ſhee for helpe, doth not ſo often crie, 


But they at falt ſtop keepe,thethiefe doth fle: 1% 
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The conflancie of Suſauna. 


[ The ſervant es netled, with this ſuddaine noyes, 


Of help, help, help, ſtop, keepe, the theif doth flie- 
Ronne to the poſterne gate, ( maydes men and boyes) 
To find the author, of this mutinie. 
(The curſed cauſe, ot that lamenting crye) 

V V ho ſtaring, gazing gaping ronne aboute, 


. D 8 2 
Like men amazde, to find their milſtteſſe out. 


At length they do deſire, their ladie faire. 
Her beautie blemiſhed, with blubbting teeres. 
(As Phebe mantled, with the myſtie are, 
VVich watriſh beames, vnto the light appeeres) 
Officious dutie, bids her banniſh feares. 
Relate her hap and let her heart be ſtronge. 
VVnere hands and hearts, are vowd to right her wrong. 


But ĩher good ladie, that did deeme her groomes, 

Vnequall vmpires, of her high diſgrace, 

Leaves her bad hap, vnto their better d oomes, 

And by her ſelfe aloane, wit h- drawes tlie place. 

And beares her greif, imprented in her face. 
That Joachims eie might ſee, and ſceing tew, 


Her wronged faith, in her de formed hewe. 


VVho ven he ſaw his love, and his lives breath, 
To quake in eV ry parte, (as palſie ſhaken} | 
And cheeke, and lip, to looke as pale as death. 
VVhome freſh (life feeding) humour had forſaken, 
Himſelfe by fainting feare, is overtaken. 
But when he ſees, her ſinkinge to tlie ground, 
With girdling armes, he doth embrace her rovnd, 
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The confi aue is of Suſanna, 


And ſobbing wordes,through his tongue ſtopping teerg, 

He ſaith, O ſweete,ſweete heart vnfolde thy griefe, | 

O ſpeake my loue, and banniſh baſhfull feeres, 

Heere is a hand, ſhall yeeld thee lardge relieſe. 

VVhoſe hearts true tenure holdes of thee in chieſe, 
If all the world, ſhould vow t ware wrong ' d by thee, 
Vet ſhould it not appeare, a wrong tome. | 


At vvhich his quickning wordes (as Phabu ſhine 
With powerfull beames, and heat vegetatiue, 
Vnſhrowdesthe earth, from her congealed ſhrine, 
And makes the wythering ſhrubbe,and graſſe reviue, 
So)ſhee begins to ſpring, and ſeeme aliue. 

And vvith her faltringtongue( yet all a mort) 

Of tranrous men, doth render true report. 


And as we blame miſtortunes, in their bringers, 

Shee blames her maides, vs fawtors of her wrong, 

Shee feeles impatient fitres,and they her fingers, 

That durſt neglect their due returne ſo long, 

Whoſe {ad excuſe, ( permixt with teares amonge.) 

To ſeeke the thinges, her ſelfe had laide amiſſe, 
Return d her ſelfe the blame, that wrong d her bliſſe. 


Meane time, the vnreſolved ſervaunts feare it, 

V Vhart ſpitefull ill, their lady did ſurprize. | | 

And though their itching eares, did long to heaxe it, 

Vet aking heartes, did rather ſympathize, 

Then know from whence, their paſſions did ariſe, 
At length with baſhfull boldneſſe, and good gracy | 
They aske the ſeniors, of their miſttiſle caſe. Whol | 


| "The conflancie of Suſanna. 
OT YVhoſe irefull cies, when firſt they did behold, 
Fhis giddierowt,(to preſſe with ſpeed in place) 
| Did firſt condemne their deede,as overbold. 
While fainting hope, did much diſtruſt their caſe. 
Their luſtfull heartes, did murthring thoughtes embrace, 
. For baihfull nature, once to boldneſſe bent, 
Growes ſhameleſſe bold, and boldly impudent. 


And as a hoat and eagre dogge in hand, 

VVhen he be holdes his game before his cies, 

Doth fawne,and leape, & licke, to looſe his band, 

But when he ſees, him keeper ſurer ties, 

Then feirce againſt him, hee beginesto riſe, 
So they when fawning,could not win their wil, 
Rayſe like curſt curres, and have a minde to kill. 


For to the ſad demaundantes, there they ſay, 
Heere fownd we Su ſan, in adulterye, 
Whoſe yongue companion, fled from hence away, 
Bee fore we could, what wight he was deſcrie. 
Beleeve vs (gentle frendes) we tell no lie. 
For theſe our eies, are witneſſes, we ſaw them. 
And here's the place, to which thee did with draw the, 


VVhich curſed ſight, did ſo our cies offend, 

(And much the more for noble Joachims lake 

Our honorable kinſman and good frend) 
That we did do our belt, the groome, to take. 
That ſpeedie death, (for wrong)a mendes might make; « 
| But he for vs, to nimble at ſtrong hand, | | 


Fled by chat dore,whuch yet doth open (hand. 


The 
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The conftancie of Suſanna, 


The dutious ſervitors with baſhfull brow, 

Bluſh now with ſylent ſhame, at tlus her fact. 

Who never (till that day) was thought to bow, 

Vnto ſo baſe a fin, or vile an act. . 

Wherefore they did ſuſpect, ſome plot compact. 
And in her cauſe, would ſhape ſome ſharp replie. 
V Vell armed in her right to giue the lie. 


But when they ſaw, thoſe eldets of the land, 

VVere vouchers of the fact, and ſilthie deed. 

They darſt not contradict them, or withſtand. | 

Aud yettheirinward partes, were touch'd with meed, 

To thinke how ili(poorepriſ®ner)ſhee'ſhonld ſpeed, 
When as the iudges mouth, (the witneſle breath) 
Should verdict giue, that giues the doome of death, 


And ſo ſad men, greife laden home they go, 
To ptie what comfott, in their ladies looke. 
And leaue theſeſiudges, plotting of her woe. 
VVho ſtraight the way, vnto their howſes tooke. 
Where they their goodly being, badly brooke, 
While cagre enuie, reſtleſſe doth invent, 
The overthrowe, of this chaſt innocent. 


O Enviewayward witch,fowle hagge of hel, 
Whie doſt thou make men pine, at mens proſperitie? 
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The conftancie of Suſanna, 
Pale fretting furie, furious ſorcereſle, 
gel- dame to madneſſe, and yoake mate to woe, 
Ihy mother pride, a mortal murthereſſe, 

Thy father Platut, mans immortall foe. 

Ty brattes blood ſhedding hate, that hath no hoe, 


Contention, ſtriſfe, debate, revendge, and ſlaunder, 
VVhich vex the life, and atter death do wander - 


Thy guttes are gald, cholers boyling fome, 

Like e/Ernges wombe, that belkes ſulphurious flames, 

Thy cabbin carrin 5 hellthy home, 

Thy habite like, thoſe fierce Tartarian dames, 

V Vhoſe fleſh conſum'd,there reſteth but the rames. 
For while thou know ſt not how, to hold a meane. 
Taeate thy neighbors fatlings, makes thee leane, + 


Their hartes haue anguiſh, ſoules haue bitterneſſe. 
VVhome thou doſt Iearne, to laugh at vertues woe! 
Thy path is blind, and pav'd with ſſipperneſſe. 
They walke to hell, that in thy way es do goe. 
Vet are theſe clders thine, devoted ſo, 

That living now, they liue but to depriue, 


The life ot lier, they loath to ſee aliuc: 


The filthie toades, infect the fowntaines cleere. 
Where others ſucke, the venome that they leaue. 
And ſerpentes ſpue, their poyſoa evetie wheate, 
|, VVhich yet them ſelues, do not of life bereaue. 
But the ſe falſe ſeniors, do themſelues deceaue. 
That ſpet foorth enuies, venome on this dame 
Let kill them ſelues. by ſucking in the lame, 5 
„ or 


T be confl ancie of Suſanne, 


For on the following day,of this diſgrace, 

The w iges with the people, make repare, 

Tokeepe ther vſuall eourts, in wonted piace. 

In Joachims houſe (a ſpacious roome and faire) 

VVhere fecble hope, vpholdeth faint diſpare. 
V'V hile their blud-thriſhe thoughtes, do wholie long, 
Todo her fame, and body deadly wronge, 


And mounted on, the pow'rfull ſeat of life, 
They wil their ſumm nors, to aſcite and call, 
Suſan, Helchias daughter, losebhims wife) 
To make appearance there before them all. 
Andanſwerein an action criminall, 
Thus they pretend with right, roote out evilles, 
But hie ſhould right be prophand in ſuch divelles, 


And ſhee good lady, (loyall tothe lawes) 
Armd with aſſurance, of herinnocence, 
And guarded with the goodaeſſe, of her cauſe, 
In conſcience brazen fortreſſe of defence) 
Feignes none excuſe, or ſhifting ſlie pretence. 
But doth obey the ſummons, and proceed, 
And leaves to God th event of her good ſpeede. 


And ſo attended, with a mourning traine, 

Shee makes appeatanee, in the fatall place, 

VVhere ſtanders by, cannot from teeres refraine, 

To ſee the gallant priſ ners, wofull caſe, 

Her pheere, her frendes, her parentes, children race, 
Hepleate the ayre with woes, and grownd with teeres, 


V Vhileheartes e cliple,inclowded eie appeeres. 
Vuleheartes e cupie, u cle d CLE app VVher 


Th confl ancis of Suſanna, 


| And ſtanding in a robe, oſ fineſt blacke, 


(Deepe ſorrowes figne,by cauſleſſe infamie) 
There overipreades.her thoulders head and backe; 
Availe of lawne,{tonote integritie) 
Which bid her whiter beautie, from the eie. 
This ſhadow they commaund, to be removed. 
That they at leaſt might looke fon what they loued- 


Which when th oſſicious officers, had done. 

dweete beauties bluih, did yeeld her ſuch a graces 

As when a clowd, is taken from the ſonne. 

VVhen forrow ſuckes, the reds forth of her face, 

The machleſſe white, aloane doth hold the place. 
But when the crymſon humor, ſteines the White, 
Corall ſeemes ſhadowed,in the Galactite. 


Such is the b eautie, that enchauntes their cies. 

And charmes their heart es, through it ſo ſore attaynted. 

That they both God and igoodneſſe do deſpiſe. 

And vvith nought elſe, but ſin are novv acquainted, 

O That ſhee ſhould, with ſuch faire ſhape be painted, 
To make commaunders mindes, to luſt obey. 


And ſhce her ſelfe, expoſed for their pray. 


For when they had full gordgd, their ravenous cies, 
On beauties dainties.(with 2 Thort repaſt) 
They two amid ſt, the people do aryſe, 


|, To giue their witneſſe, gainſt this conſtante chaſt, 


And as the law doth will, their handes they plaſt, 
Vppon the head, oſt his pure innocent. 
(Two woulyes foule 8 ſeely lamb to rent) 
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174 The conftancie of Suſanna, 

#77 V Vheareſwearing by Gods name, a ſolemne oath, 
£847 Toſer aſide, all partiall loue and hate, 
And ſpeake the truth, and nothing but the troth. | 
bperiured iudges (foes to truthes eſtate) | 
LVnto the people, thus they intymate. 
llhis noble dame, that ſhewd a ſant in ſight, 
Is townd vnconſtant, tickle, lewd, and light, 


Io recreate our ſptrites, with holeſome ayre, 

Inis dame with her two damſelles, thither ſlalkinge, 
hear did to her, an vnknowne youth repayre. 
VVhoſe ſhape was comly, and his feature fayte. | 
But er he came in ſight, that none detect it, 
Her madens ſliee diſnuſt leaſt they ſuſpect it. 


114: | | 
FEE For yeſtcrday,in Joachims orchard walkinge, | 
| 
| 


{ VVhoebcing gone, and dores ybarred faſt, 
| VVee(ſhrowded from then ſ ght) with wakefull heed 
bperceud the wicked, to their tin make haſt, 
And creaping cloaſly, with conuenient ſpeed, 
Wee did ſurprize them, in the ſhamfull deede. 
wt And him we caught, but yet away he fled, 
Dor him from vs, his ſtrengeh delivered, 


But her we held, and thear examined, 
VVhat youth he was, that did her bodie vſe. 
And though confeſſing ſhame did die her red, 
Yet to reſolue our doupt ſhee did refuſe, 
And with ſtill {ylence did her ſelfe accuſe. 

Thus haue we ſhewd the fact, of this lewd wife. 


For which miſdeed,law biddes her loſe her life. 
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The conſtancie of Suſanng, 


Shee all this ſpace, with patience on her knee; 
V'Vith handes and eres, vp- reared to the skie, 
Commends her caule to God, which all doth ſee, 
VVhile groaning ſpirite, in anguiſh plunded doth crye, 
Help,help,me God, or elſe in ſhamel die. 
Thou rul ſt right, then ſtretchthine arme ſo ſtrong, 
And overrule the rulers of this wronge. 


While thus ſhee doth appeale vnto the higheſſ, 
Her burning zeale doth plead her innocence, 
Her modeſt looke, doth (ay, falſe iudge thou lieſt. 
Her baſhifull ſylence, ſpeakes in her defence 
Her good reporte,reproves their ill pretence 
The ſtreames of teares, that on her cheekes ar ſpilt, 
By ſecteat verdict, quittes her from the guilt, 


Yet much amaz d, to here this divel! ſpeake, 
(For well ſhee wiſt no manlike mind he bore) | 
Shee ſhapes lum anſwere, elſe her heart would breake. 
Although her tormentes, ſhould be much the more. 
Shee ſaw pale death attending at the dore. 
To take her thence, ifthat ſhee held her peace. 
And if ſhee ſpeałe, thee could not death increaſe, 


VVherefore ev'n as a man, thats ſenceleſſe ſtroken, 
VVhen as he commes,vnto himſelfe againe, 
And feeles his bodie, wonnded, bruſ d, or broken, 
By ſwarting cauſe, cannot from wrath refraine, 
But letteeh flie, his irefull blowes amaine. 

Ev'nſo her conſcience, netled by dilpight. 


Fights with fierce words, weake champions of her right. 
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O admyrable patience( ſayth ſhee) 
And depth inlerachable of Gods intent, 


Whether this happe for tryall vnto me, 


1 Or for theſe helhownds,greater punniſhment, 


| F Hee one! 


1 
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y knowes,which onely hath it ſent. 
VVhie doth he not,with righteous hand repreſſe, 
This ſcum of fin and filth of filt hineſſe? 


VVhie did not wombe, beſore theſe babes did ſprawle, 
Abhorlie ſuch ſeede,vnworthie for the breſts. 

VVhiec catred life, within ſuch bitter gauleꝰ 

VVhie hacbour ſoules, within ſuch filthie ueſtesꝰ 


= =o mr = Dy IP ES EDD ae OE Is gags. n * , 
rd — —— · { han, . 


| Whic did the ayre, giue breathing to ſuch beaſtes? 


Whie did the heav nes, permit ſo fowle an eie, 
For to behould, the pure vnſpotted skie? 


{1} Whic did not nature, mould deformed clay, 


| So fowle miſhapen mindes, for to 1ngerth? 
| Whie ſwell not floudes, and ſwiftly ſweepe a way, 
This ſeede of Cam, from the polluted earth? 


Whie did not hell, de voure them in the birth? 
VVhie do not angrie elementes, conſpire, 
To powre vppon them, hoat conſuming fire? 


Whie did the earth, eate Corach and his crewe, 

And ſuſter theſe to trample on her browe? 

V Vhie did wilde beares, thoſe idoll ympes ſubdue, 

And do wilde beaſtes, theſe beaſtes to liue allowe? 

Wie do not thunderboltes, enforce them bow? 
What ſhould CO dothnot God in ruth, 
Commauad each power to punniſh theirs vatruth? 


But 


The conſtancie of Suſanne. 
But thou O Lord, art free from this offence, 
VVhenray'ning woulves ſuch ſeely lambes deyower, 
Thou righteous, doſt not puniſh innocence, 
Tis not thy worke, tis they abuſe thr power, 
Thy power is iuſt, the imperfeRion our. 
The aire is good, that doth the voice diſpence, 
Though faultly vide, to giue falſe evidence. 


Then iudges(moſt yniuſt)behold the skies, 
Thinke thear's a God, thoſe glorious globes that guide: 
Let not deſpaire, your ſoule: deere health diſpiſe, 
But haue regard, vvhat law you goe befides, 
Petpend in deepeſt thought God not abides, 
Such wrathfull Cami, as vvaſt the guiltleſſe blood, 
Then haue reſpect to me, for your one good. 


Perchance youthinke, your ſinnes ſo farre exceede, 
That God is never able, to forgiue. 
O flie thoſe thonghtes, which ſwift deſtruction breede, 
And that our God, is mercifull belicue. 
Doe not ſo willingly, to darke hell diue. 
But theſe — deedes, from heart tepent, 
And God will then, remit fianes puniſhment, 


Let not fowle ſin, be ſeeded in your age, 

Let not your vertues die, before they ſpring. 

Doe not commit on me, ſo great outrage, 

But let true iuſtice rule, in ev'rie thing, 

Gonſider hat defame, ſuch wrong will bring. 
V'Vhat doe you thinke, God ſees not what you doe? 


Yesſure he dot then haue reſpec thereto: 


G 3 Jour 
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| The conſt ancie of Suſauna. 
Your conſcience can controule,!your heattes of follie; 

Jour hearts can ſay, your tongues doe falſhood tell, 

VL Yourtonguescan tell, your action is vnholy, 

[115] Towrong a ſeely woman, meaning vvell, 

And hating this offence, as hatefull hell, 

Let pittie raiſe remotſe, and bannuh wronge, 

Be nat to ſtout, becauſe you are to ſtrong. 


Jar ifyour heartes blood - hardned ſtill remaine, 
Is ſhed her blood, that hath no lawes ſoffended. 
ben worke your wils on me, (O ſonnes of (am) 
VVould God in this good cauſe, my life were ended, 
So that your liues,and manners were amended. 

V Vhich if you doe not right, with ſpeedy pace, 
Mine honors wrong, your honors will deface. 


A tree but young, one may both bow and bend; 
VVhen as the old, will hardly bend at all. 

A helpe with ttickes, is taught to fetch and ſend, 
|; VVhenas old dogges, to it you hardly hall, 

V Vuo can reclaime, wilde haggards to the call? 

Even ſo theſe menthat ſeaf ned are in fin, 


Jo ſerue the Lord cannot tell how begin, 


For when they heard, this oratreſſes tale, 
VVich conſtant ſpeach, and geſture ſo declaimed. 
Fierce envies fretting poyſon, made them pale, 
caring to miſſe the marke,whereat they aimed, 
They doe infetre it falſhood,meerely feigned- 
To fruſtrate iuſtice, with a ſlie perſwaſion, 


And from deſeryed death, to make evaſion, 


- 
CCC CC NN 
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 Theconflancie of Suſanna. 
No credit'giue(fay they)this cunning dame, 
Which with lip-Iaviſh wordes, would ſhift her death, 
A man huge myriades of vntruthes,would frame. 
If he by them, could buy life. feediag breath, 
Iſt not a iudges word, that witneſſethꝰ 

Is not our oath confirmed vvith our hand? 

V Vhat two doe yynneſle, law doth will to ſtand. 


ds 


VVhich ſaid;they do proceede todoome of death, 
(By proceſſe had from theimpertall fate) 
And one the dolefull ſentence, vttereth; 
Shee ſhould be led, forth of the citie gate, 
And there(as QMloſes doth the law relate 
The multitude(a fickle wavering head) | 
Should preſſe her downe, with ſtones til ihe were dead. 


Thus doth the law, by witneſſc wreſted deale, 
Thus is the vertuous dame condemn'd to die, 
The iudge reiectes, the husbandes gtaue appeale, 
He ſtops his eates, at parentes ſad reply. 
He will not heere, the infantes wofull ery. 
(No doubt a paſe that godly land doth flouriſh, | 
VVhich doth ſuch luſt- affected iudges noutiih.) | 


— ne a ago — 


But loath to be interred in ſhames neſt, 

Stab'd with heart · wounding wordes, falles on her knee, 

Shee wakes her thoughtes, with thumping on ker brelt, 

Flies to her laſt refuge, to ſet her free. | 
Entreates her God, with humble te eres that hee, 
V Vould not for ſake, or leaue her in diſtreſſe, 
But ſend his comfort, to her comleryelly 
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7 O righteous God, my iudge (ſaith ſhee) 
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The conſt ancie of Suſanna, 


Vhich ſeeſt the ſecret heart, 


| # And doſt inflict, revenge on thoſe, 


That doe thy lawes ſubvert, 


Repreſſe the pride ofſtyrants ſtout, 
VV hich doe my life aſſaile. 


Heere naw and helpe, thy handmaide helpe, 


Foc helpe of man doth faile, 


x N ; 
Doe not expoſe me for their pray, 
WET! 4 Becauſethey doe not right. 
But hunt in heart to bring about, 


That's hat efull in thy ſight, 


And of ameere malicious minde, 


Falſe witneſſe heere haue brought, 
And cauſleſſe laid ynto my chardge, 
The things Ine ver thought. 


T':ouſeeſt (my God)yvhat they haue done, 
Thou leeſt their envious heart. 

Thou knoveſt they ſought to law leſſe luſt, 
Thine hand -· maide to convert. 


Thouknowſt,I dread not dxing death, 
Ne force his might a pin. 
No,no,! doe deſire to die, 
A bꝛtter life to win. 


— wc ct wc a —_ 


[tender not faire beauties traſh, 


As introduction to the ſtory. 


Itender my good name. | | 
Leaſt leeſing life, I be by death, | 
Entombed in detame, | 


For this cauſe riſe(O Lord) make haſt, 
Repell my ſoules deſpight. | 
And ſhew the nations, farte and neere, | 
How much thou tendreſt right, | 


I know my ſinnes are paſſing great, 
VV bich acted ate each hower. 
Let let my teeres thy mercy treate, 
And ſhield me with thy power, 


If no(defamed wretch) I die, 
For keeping of thy law, 

And cauſleſſe thou ſhalt ſeeme(my God 
Thy comfort to withdraw, 


Haſt then O Lord, make haſt I ſay, 
Leaſt guiltleſſe blood be ſpilt. 

Let not my will be done in this, 
But be it as thou vvilt. 


VVhen thee her godly, orayſons had ended, 
And that no meanes was left, to make delay. 
The fawning officers, in court attended, | 
VVihprophanc handes, to hale her thence away, 
And though ſhee were as readie to obey, 
Jet ſtill this ſoare, doth ſmart in guiltleſſe minde, 
That ſhee ſhould leaue, an ill report behinde, n 


The conſt auris of Suſanna. 

VVhen once the ſtreetes,did act this tragædie, 

Vaultes, and reſounding Ecchees from the ſtones, 

Reporte the mothers teetes, her childrens crie, 

Her parentes plaintes, her husbandes hideous moanes, 

Her kinfolkes ſighes, her friendes heart. breaking grones, 
The peoples pleading tongues, to God to free her, 
VVhile thicke tumultuous troopes, doe tun to ſee her, 


VVho paſſing foorth, with paſſing ſeemely port, 
(Her looke abated, with her languiſhment.) 
Shee doth the gazing lookers on, exhort. 
Good people pray for me, poore innocent, 
Thats gultleſſe, faultleſſe, free, from al intent, 
Of this miſdeede, for which weake wretch I die, 
VVhome ſtill with deepeſt hate, I did defie. 


VVhile thus with plaintes, they doe Gods aide implore, 
The Lord did heere, and helpe her wofull caſc, 
For as when tyrant Pharaoh, ſcepter bore, 
(A Pharaoh fierce, that knew not Joſephes face) 
And did the Iſraclites, oppreſſe long ſpace. 
They being tyred, with his tirannie, 
In deepeſt griefe, vnto Gods favor flie. 


VVho when their moanes, did mount vnto his ſight, 
D d ſingle foorth, their ſpeedy preſervation. 
From Pharos traine,a courtly trained wight, . 
Moſes(an Hebrew barne)by education, 
His daughters ſonne( which bred his eſtimation) 

So now;God ſeeing, Suſavs great diſtreſſe, 


Ev a in the nicks did ſpeede her dug tedreſſe. Fi 


| 


The conſt ancie of Suſaunu. 


For in the Chaldean court, did then attend, 

A noble /ew(a youngling for his yeares) 

The monarches mynion; and his chiefeſt friend; 
| One of his ſage and ſharpeſt ſighted Seeres, 


5, In which high feate, he paſt his graue compeeres, 
| While ren God, did reare his fortunes hie, 
af To beare a ſtroake, in Aa mareliic. 


He Damelcleaped, by his natiue name, 

(The Chaldeercald lum, noble Balthazar) 

V Vhom neither courtly glee, nor phraſe of fame, 
Could in faire Sion zeale, ought make or marre, 
But would to keepe the captwe /ewes from iar) 

In private ſort, at tunes repaire and prie, 

Into his brethernes ſtate, with wakefull eie. 


And ſtanding now, in this tumultuonsthronge, 
ieee ſaw blinde zeale, imployd in good pretence. 
VVhat time Gods truth, enform d him ot the wrong, 
And raiſd his ſp'rite to ſpeake in her defence, 
Bad him be bold, to plead her innocence. 
Step foorth in place, doe not thy thoughtes conceale, 
Cry out amaine, from divelliſh doome appeale. 


Then Daniell( as the Lord commaunded him) 
Cride in the ſtreetes;/ from this blood am cleane, 
: | V Vhile gazing heerers, looked ſowre and grim, 
Lo muſe what theſe, vnlook'd for wordes ſhould meane. 
Fowle toades(ſaith he hinfe ct the chriſtall ſtreame. 
Becauſe you would the ſtreame farre purer finde, 


Youkilchefiſh,bur leaue the toades belinde. 


. Theconſflantie of Suſana; 
Are you ſuch ſots, O ſeede of Iſcacile 
Are you ſo blind, you ſee not what you dof? 
Are you ſo deafe you heare not what they tel? 
Know you uot right, and what bee longes thearto. 
Survey younot,yourſteppes before you goe? 
Whie baue yov heete, condemnd this dame to dies 
And would not heere her iuſt appeale and crie? 


O turne with ſpeed, turne to the judgment ſeate. 
And then behould, what God will thear relate. 
Your ſeviors ſinnes, haue growne exceeding greate. 
Repelled luſt, ingendring wich foule hate, 
In them the baſtard periurie, begate. 
Bold periurie did breed falſe witneſſe bearing. 
Falſe witneſſe wrelted iudgmente, by ſor · wearing. 


At which his wordes, the people yonge and olde 
Do make a ſtand and back wardes thence retire. 
Whear daunting ſins, the ſeniours heartes make cold. 
While daunger woundes, the depth oftheir deſire. 
Yer paſt ſhams bowndes, their ſhamleſſe thoughts aſpire 
And foorththey paſſe, into the ſeſſions hall, 
And hide in crabbed bro, theit conſcience gaule. 


The elders of this circumſiz ed race, 

(Which with repriued priſ nour turne a gen) 

When ev rie one, had ta ne his yſuall place, 

They ſay vnto this ſtately ſtripling then, 

Vſe thou the roome, oftheſe malitious men. 
Declare to vs, Gods iudgmente and decree. 


N Thea 
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*- Andtheartointimate,Gods will to all: 
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The conflancie of Suſanna, 
Then Daniell tooke, the powerfull place of life, 
Where are(quorh he)the wrongers of this wife? 
Put them a parte, out of each others call. 
And bring forth one( by one)in to the hall. 


So you ſhall ſee, their traytrouſe tonges reveale, 
What wicked heartes, do cover and conceale. 


The formall officers, performe his mind. 
And brought forth one, to be examined. 
Who lookd like murthtous marked Can, vn kind, 
When brothers blood, he guiltleſſely had ſhed. 
His colour ſhew d, what harbord in his head. 

His ioyntes (as if vnioynted ) were at iatre, 

Falſe iudge (now priſ ner) pleading at the barre. 


And ſtanding thus, before the balefull bench, 
The beardleſſe iudgeſto checke him vncontrold 
That conſcience as a cooling carde. might quench, 
The heate of his bravado overbold} 
Saith, thou fin ſeaſned wretch, that waxeſt olde 
In ſin thy wicked life is come to light. 
Whoſe falſhood harmed, manie a harmlefle wight? 


Thou haſt abuſ d thy life, God lent to thee, 

To mend thy life, and paſſed ſins repent. 

For not hing but oppreſſions, he could ſee. 

Therefore he will, thie glorie from thee rent. 

Which haſt — death an innocent. 
And let the guiltie, goe for giſtes a way. 2 
V'Vhile luſt and prihes, did blind thee day by 9 
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Theconft ancie of Suſanna, 


Sich ſexorne thou haſt, (eie witneſſe) thou didſt ſee, 
This comely dame, with her companion ſin: 
Report the trurh;and name to vs the tree, 
That hid the fact, you did ſurpriſe them in. 
Pauſe not but ſpeake, (if wordes ſhall creadit win) 
Be briefe. let not oblivion beate the blor, 
Things donefolate,are not ſo ſoone forgot. 


Then pawſing ewixt deſpaire, and tyred hope, 
(As one that had no conſtant yea, nornay) 
V Vouldfaine intreate, ſome longer tune and ſcope, 
But that he findes impatienee in delay, 
VVhile to himfelfe he faies;fhall Tobey? 
Confeſſe my fault where I haue offended, 
And pardon crauethat all may be amended? 


No, no my heart ſhall never ſtoope ſo low, 

To bow to thoſe, that vſde to bend to me 

I am not ſute, hat favour ſuch will ſhew, 

Wherefore | wil deviſe, ſome kinde of tree, 

V Vhole braunching bowzhes, might ſhrowd adulterie. 
Thus reaſons he(a bird of Balamt brood) 
Tnat weill not be reclaim d, to any good. 


At laſt he gapes for breath yet doubtes to ſpeake, 
Tit! oo his partners doubtes he dothnot know) 
Leer through his teeth, this tragique tale doth breake, 
( VVhile — furie — hi — and blow) 
Saith he in Joachtms orchard, there doth grow, ' 
A Maſtcketree,wthoſe braunches dowd the ſonne, 
Looſe dike ſhades brodhels was done. 


— ——— —  EC OE SOC 


The conſt ancie of Suſanna. 
YVhen Darrel heard, this vncompoſed ſpeach, 
fFalſe are( quoth he) the wordes thou doſt report. 
| Thy lying lippes, thee partiall doe appeach, 
Gods minde to mereavealed;doth exhort, 
Thy finfull bodie, from thy ſoule to ſort. 

As one(deſerving endleſſe death to die) 

That datſt, gainſt God, and conſcience ſweare a lie. 


VVhen this was ated, him they lead away, 
And bring his brother foorth, in open place, 
In whoſe fell heart{fowle cabbin Jenvie lay, - 
Her wilde and ſtaring looke, ſate in his face, 
(A wrinkled brovv, a pale, and megre grace. 
Did murther, miſchiefe, mallice fierce, reſemble) 
While cõſcienee cold, doth cauſe him quake & treble; 


To whom younge Dasiell ſaith in zealous mood; 
O ſeed of curſed (bam, ympe of diſpight. 
In vaine thy vaunt, doth boaſt of Juda blood, 
VVhen as thou art, im life a Cananite, 
True nobles ſhould, in noble actes delight. 
But thou bewitch d vvith beautie, weart beguiled," 
When thy miſleading luſt, thine heart defiled, 


Thus haue you paſt, your paſſed lines ill-ſpent, 
Since firſt your wanton heartes,did traineyou in, 
To draw the dames of Iſraell, to your bent. 
Whom you with feare did force, and flattry win, 
Io ioine with you, in acting ſecreat ſinne. 
But this chaſt /ewiſs heere, of Juda race, 

Keliſted hath, your tollicto your face. 1 
| ov 
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Theconſtancie of Suſaund, 


Now fith thy tongue, hath teſtiſide an act, 

V Vhich fame did not reporte but eie did yewe 
And thou death wort hie, deemed haſt the fact, 
Diſlembic not be ſtill a witneſle true. 

Tell vs what tree, and in what place it grew, 

V Vhoſc ſhamleſſe ih id, did ſhrowd this ſhamfull fin, 
Pauſe ere thou ſpeake, yet ſpeake, and ſoone begin, 


Hee gravield now in greife, and grim diſpaire 
(Like bowgee barge, that ſinkes in ſwallowing ſandes) 
Gapes ere he — if he wanted ayte. 
VV hich oft with cloaſed lippes, he countermaundes, 
Atlength/iath he) in Joachims orchard ſtandes, 
Neere fowntain faire, a greene th ck braunching Holy, 
Vader whoſcſhad,thele wicked wroughtthear tolly, 


Quoth Daniell then, your tongues haue yon betrayd. 


| | i? Yourforgedlie,ſhall light vppon your pates. 


F175} Your wicked heartes, your wordes haue heere bewrayd. 


The (word of /uftice(that iniuſtice hates) 
Isreadic heere, to ſlay you(ftafull mates) 
Provide therefore atreble death to; die, 


Of bodice, ſoule, and laſting infamic, 


For as you boatb, haue cauſleſſe ſought to (pill, 

The guiltleſſe blood, of this chaſt Iſralne, 

By witneſſe falſe , therfore doth Hoſes will, 

Your blood be ſhed;and we will doe you right, 

Sith that your tongues,death-worthy you indite. 
Vou ſhall be led, where ſhee ſhould le eſe her breath, 


And there with (toges,your {clues be done to death... 
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The canſtancie of Suſanna.” 


Which doome did much delight, the ſtanders by⸗ 
* VVuhgreate plan people do rcioyce. 


They clap their handes, and fling their cappes on hie. 

The roofe refſectes, the Eccho of their voyce. 

VVhile thankfull heartes,their eies to heav'n vphoice. 

And tongues pronownce, Our Gad be prayſed ever, 
V bich heipeth lus and doth for ſake them ne er. 


Theſe iudges thus diſgraded, from their ſtates, 

The multitude with readinefle,/doth ronne, 

To doe that doome, on theſe condemned mates, 

They to acquitted Suſas, would haue donne. 

VVhile zeale would act, what wrong had ill beegonne; 
Thus careleſſe commons, right ot wrong ſupport. 
When they are ſwayd, as ſoycreignes do echott. 


For as in man, hen vapoures vex the braines, ow 
The giddie head, doth feele a whirling fit. 
Sofick!e heads,to feed ſuperiours vaines, 
(When as affection, holdes the ſeate of wit) 
Sway to and fro, as ruling vapours flit. 
If they ſay yea, an yea doth anſwere (tand, 
If they ſay no, a no is preſt at hand. 


And yet ſometimes though ſotted with content 
That everie act doth ſeeme, to breed their eaſe) 
Some whiles( when wayward vapors gets a vent) 


þ A — leaſt occafion doth diſpleaſe) 


V Vhilc thoughtes do eb, and flow like ſurginge ſcat. 
- Forwhoſo deales, with multitudes he findes, 

Ia manie heades, 3 multitude of mindes, 
rr r 


[ The conſt antis of Suſanus:; 
While heartes do harbour, heapesot homely toyes, 


= 


And heades ar fraughr;with Chaos of conceiptes, 


& 
: 


There coms continuall trade, of chaunging ioyes. 
Which barter novelties for elder feates. 

As chaunging time, doth offer choice of cheates. 

I Sotholewhichyeſterday,wrought wrong with might, 
Are buſied now in acting of the right. 


He: For now with haſt they hal them from the barre, 
WVWhame late before, they heaved to the bentch. 
No treatie could, a day their death deferre. 
Vuhlle teeres the peoples furie, could not quentch. 
Fr; Which drue them forth, vnto the fatall trentch. 
And piniond) bownd them to the ſtubborne ſtake, 
Where they their wel · deſerved death ſhould take. 


Wöbo living now forlorne(paſt liffes repaire) 

Haue not the heart, Gods mercie tointreate. 

But rather ſeeke with Saul in deepe diſpaire, 

15 VVith bluddie murthring handes, life to defeate. 

i VVhilegainſtthe ſtake their handes they ba wle and beat. 
And mind in vaine, their dreame their fall their hight. 
i | VVhowanted grace, totake Gods warning tight. 


0!/! Thepitying people pray,God turne their hartes. 
But when they ſee;repentanceplace had none, 
{{/! Toyccld thoſe reprobates, cheir due deſertes, 
The happieſt man, doth hurle the hevieſt ſtone. 


To make them giue, che laſt life-yeelding grone. 1 
VVhich done they part and leave the ded cheirroome? 
| And landghelord;and Danyorisdoomes | 


— 


The roufl aucie of Suſexng, 
VVhome God had made, ſelected inſtrument; 
To overthrow theſe wicked and vniaſt; - 
And ſaue the blood, ofthis chaſt innocent. 
That with ſtoute /anffartiereſiſted Juſt, 
And did not in diſtreſſe,defrawd her truſt. 
t, But ſaw her teeres, and heard her plainting voyce. 
V Vhich made the hearts ofthowſandes to teioyce. 


Amongſt the teſt (whoſe heartes ſweet comfort cheeres) 
Helchia happie man, and his compeere, 
(which etſt did weepe for woe) ſhed toyfull teeres. 
V Vhen loachems ioy, had paſt this plunging feere, 
And kin ſfolkes clowded eie, ſnone bright and clecre; 
All with ſweete noates conſent, in Saſas name, 
Praiſe God, that had preſerw d her from defame. 


But cheifly ſtiee (like larke on mounting winges 
V'Vhile inward zeale,breakes out in open ſight. 
Tryumphing in her tunes, moſt ſweetely ſinges, 
The ptayſe of God, his mercie, and his might. 

. That did relive her wretch and wronged wight, 
And iuſtly iudge her foes,the death to die. 
That would entombe her ſame, in infamie 


Vea while her filent heatt, doth thankes record, 

Her reſtleſſe notes, do reach heyond the skie. 

VVhoſe endleſſe ioy, was in het gratious Lord. 

To him in hymnes, and tuned odie, 

; (V V hich did tranſmute, hermones to melodie) 

2 ſhee giues the glorie af her vidories; - © 
eee bis ee. 
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: The com 


If it With dreadful threats of death,did ma 


- Thet ame! 2 . 


— y Lord (faith ſhee 
Is my defence and might. 4 
My ki guide, my God; 
My champion, for to fight, | 
bate of my truth and conſcience tiiall 
| _ my 3 
refuge, van | 
My horne of ſaving eat » 
and eke my ſtron gell fort. 


: 
: 
: 

* 


[1 


e 


| Ga inſt whoſe cõmand, there ſlandeth no denial. 


VVhen over · flowing floodes, 
Ofraging fierce deſpight. 
And great commaund, of Lordes 


And men of and —— | 
eme qui 


Idid implore his aide, (vers 
In deepeneſſe of diſtreſſe. 
VVhoheard my wſt complaint, 
And 50 my due redreſſe. 

He ſent me aide, and did my ſoule deliver, 


On him therefore Iwill, 
In danger crie and call. 
VVho can both heere and helpe, 
(He heeres and helpeth all) 
He( none but he)is worthie to be praiſed. 
Deathes ſwallowing ſorrowes hemꝰ d. 
— on ev rie — "A | 
'Vithrenting paines EE 
n — dide. 1 


U Byche my lifc,from-rovening grayc hath rad, 


The conſlancie of Suſanna, 
He from my ſtrongeſt foes, 
Hath ſet me captiue fre. 
Becauſe he had a loue, 
And favour vnto me. 

Whs cunningly they ſought to haue prevented. 
But whule he held me vp, | 
I could not ſwaie nor ſwarue. 
They ſought in vaine to ſpill, 
The thing he did preſerue, 


7 


And ſo to late (their labour loſt)repentd . 


By him I made eſcape, P 

From handes of Tyrantes ſtour, ; 

His power did put them downę, 

And helpe his hand- maide out. 
That power alſo, will ſtrongly keep them vnder, 

He trampleth with his feete, 

Bold tramours that rebell. 

He makes their hurt full tonguet, 

Their owne deſtruction tell. 
Thus for his ſaintes, he acteth workes of wonder, 


V Vhoſeworkes are all divine, 
V Vhole mercies manifold, 
His waies paſt finding out, 
his word as fineſt gold. 
His iudgement iuſt,his providence vnſpotted. 
O let thine arme O Lord, ; 
My feeble hand ſuſteine. 
O iet thy holy ſp'rite, 
V Vithin my heart remaine, 


O let thy love be lil to me n 


T he conſt ancie of Suſanna, 
Tlooke with wakefull cies, 


1 | Vnto thine holy lawes. 


— 


1 
* 8 — 


ft 
ro doe thy will, my will I finde affected. 
INE That which I ſee is ill, 


ws . 
2 
„ 


Thy ſtatutes are my ſſ affe, 
And ſtay in ev'ry cauſe, 


And hatefull in thy fight 
That doe I ſeeke bs hs 
And flie with maine and might 


[111] Leaſtthat my ſoule, by fin ſhonld be infected. 


It | | Thonart aliving God, 


O bleſt be thou my king. 


| | ä N | V'Vhich haſtthy ſervant freed, 


From tempting Sathenrſtng., 


| | | | Andreard my fame 1 wicked wroged) 


And haſt confounded them, 
That ſought my greateſt il, 


10 — my heart, 


Vatoa wicked will, 


| ö 1 To act ſuch led deſigtres, as luſt had longed. 


They fought to end my life, 

And gaue me doome to die. 
Becauſe my holy faith, 

I would not falſiffe. (liſted. 


Pretending tight they worke what wrong them 
ey vſed power to put, 
Integritie to name. 
And ment an innocent, 
To burie in defame, (ſted. 


Hu chea nog Lord)cheir udgement falle reh, 


T 


- 


hus 


Tha conſtancie of Suſanne. 


Thus hafbthoubin(my God) 
Moſt mercifull to me. 
Not wonne by my deſert, 
But ofthy mercie free, 
My workes(I know) deſerue to be reiected, 
But thy kinde promiſe made, 
To helpe the godlic heartes, 
Doth binde thee more then all, 
Our deedes or good deſertes, 
To keepe, protect, and ſaue, thy ſaintes elected. 


Therefore Iwill ſowne foarth, 
Thy praiſe to ey tie care, 
And ſhew thine endleſſe power, 
To nations farre and neere. 
To Sathans and his kingdomes, great confuſion, 
I haue bin, am, and will 
Remaine thine handmaide (till. 
Mine heart, my thoughtes, mine eies, 
Shall waite vpon thy will. | 
This is my yow, and ſetled teſolution. 


— 


—  _ 4 — 


Thus did ſhee ſpend, her following time of life, 
In heavens contemplation, and delight. 
And lived long, a ioious happie wife, 
Of paſſing cariage, and a worthie wight, 
A foe to frawd, and faſteſt friend to Fight, 
VVho living in the world, no worldling was, 
; 4 


Aleks esd of Slang] 


HE! Anda5abird,efcapedfromithe giniey -- 


] Thinkes ev ry bended twigge, to be a trappe; 


So ſhee. that dangetouſſy, had ſnared bin, 
(V Vich true remembrance of her former hap) 


1! *} | Survetes her ſteppes, to ſnunne each afterclap. 
And feares to giue a fawningeie good grace, 
In old, or young, in noble, or in baſe. 


At length when age, had plotted lifes decay; 42 
And ſickneſſe wrought,in weakeneſſe more and more. 
And that ſhee thought, death had no long delay. 

Shee cald her children taught in godlie lore, 


| | And did beftow thele precepts kept in ſtore, 


V Vho come in place with dutious loving hearts) 
Shee thus to them, her carefull minde impartes. 


Deare children ceaſe, wit h ſad lamenting gricte, 
And malancholicke moanes, to waile my ſtate. 


| Vour ſobbing hearts doe yeeld me no reliefe, 
[4% f 


But vexing torments in my heart innate, 


Le aue then, tor plaintes and teares are not in date, 


No. no, ifthey could life in body hold; 
V Ve aye would wee pe, we would buy teares for gold, 


| ut vaine it ĩs to kicke againſt a prickes 


And finneto take Gods ſcourge impatiently. 
My debt to death, to pay mult not ſticke, 
For why, you know that al} are borne to die, 
Then muſt I yeeld, ſet thet s uo teme die; 

And pay my due tha Io nature owe, 
For timè requires, and Gbd will haue it lo, 1 


Tube couſſ ancie of Suſanua. 


The ſtrongeſt Lyon, ſtoopes to conqu ring deals 


The aged oake, at length doth change his hue. 
In time the long liv d Phamx, leeſeth breath, 
Thrice aged Ewoch,yeeldesto natures due. 
Sith then tis ſo, and what I ſaie is true. 
And time doth trie that all things muſt decaie, 
Then fure I know, Ihaue not long to ſtaie. 


Therefore marke well, the counſaile that I giue, 
Revolue it in your mindes (my children deere) 
For it ſhall moſt prevaileſif that you ſive) | 
VVhenfriends and worldly goods you haue not heere; 
Firſt worſhip God, and to his lawes giue eare, 
Set him your load · ſtarre, and your lampe of light, 
His lawes the line to lead your liuesaright, 


Vſe diligence, in doing of your dueties, 

To thole ſuperiours (rulers over you) 

Doe good to all, bend thereto all your ſtudies. 

Sing not the Syrens ſong, that proues vntrue, 

Though trothleſſe eAb/aton,Þbe faite in view, 
VVith lonatham, doe fait hfull ſtill remaine, 
Shun Iſnaols bloudie teares, and ſubtill braine. 


Plaie not the cowards in your countries good, 
Spend in her canſe, your deereſt breath and wealth. 
And though proſpetitie hath you withſtood, 

And frowning world denies gal- ſugred pelfe, 

Be not diſmaide, eſteeme your heav nlie health. 


For that ſhall yeeld * comfort in diltreſle, 
VVhen world and friends haue leſt you — 


ö 


The canſfandie of Suſanne, 
Flie ſtill aſpiring mindes, yet ſeeke renowne, 
VVinit by;vertue,and by manly might. 4 
Franke nat rebellious fleſh, but keepe it downe. 
Like not thoſe painted dames that doe delight, 
Lyllies are fowle in ſmell, though faire in fight, (moanes, 
And choughtheyjtice with baites, with teeres, with 
Vet minde, that painted rombes, haue rotten bones 


My ſonnes if you mult liue, in wedlocke bandes, 
— 1 like the hor TR chaſt. 
et nen 9 nor landes, & 
Before that — — is plaſt. 
Be never prodigall, y our good to waſt.. 
Learne with the buſie ant, the way to liue, 
Spare not to much, but doe by ſparing thre. 


If you vvith childrens ſtore, be bleſt of God, 
His richeſt giftes account that pretie crew. 
EnſtruQ and bring them vp, to feare the rod, 
VVith thoſe precepts your parents taught to you. 
Though all — want, let them not want this due. 
For ſure (my ſonnes)it is not ſaide for naught, 
Better vnborne, then borne toliue vntaught. 


Eſteeme the wavering world as it is, 

V Vhere ſwiſteſt time, brings all things to decay. 

Eſteeme your ſelues, heere voide of ioies and bliſſe, 

And thinke each morrow,is your ending day, 

Deſire of God on earth not long to ſtay. , 
here nought but fin, & griefe doth reign (bebold) 


The 


W 


And noughtis got, but finne in waxing 


n 


Theconflancie of Suſanna. 
The little babe once comming to the birth, 


ls borne as bare, and naked as my naile. 


The puling wretch his wofull ſtate on earth, 
VVith ws tecres,newborn doth weepand wille. 
To ſee his ſoule ſhut vp, in finful gaife, 

And\wadled lims, faſt fettred round aboute. 

Like captiue wreth, that no way findẽth our, 


His childiſh actions all, vnperfect are, 

Jo ſit, to eate, to ſpeake, to ſtand, to goe, 

The childe is taught and nurſed vp with care, 

And pampred eke with paine, and wakefull woe, 

He proues the pikes, ot manie a pangue alſo. | 
V'Vith furious foes, he hath continuall watre, 
His fleſhthis world and raging fiend they are. 


His life is like, the raging ſeas recoile, 

His choyſeſt things, are in event but vaine, 
His wealth is want, his reſt is reſtlefle toile, 
His health miſhap. and all his pleafures paine, 


Nis chiefe companions linked in one chaine. 


Are hopeleſſe hope, deepe danger, care aud feare, 
VVhile dying life, doth dailie dread the beare. 


He often times (beſet with deepe diſtreſſe) 

Doth call for death, before his dying daie. 

And dead man like, by ſſeeping in exceſſe, 

Doth ſpend the halfe, of precious time away, 

The reſt miſpent in idle neſſe or play. 
Or ſpent to ſerve our owne occaſions fo, 2 
̊ mer Goon purenane: : 


Can ſuchadying man, be ſayd to liue? 
What kind of lifeꝰwhat living call you this? 
No life but death, a ſhade char life doth giue. 


For perfect lie, by death obtained ia. | 


Whie then do mortall worldlinges go amifle? 
Whie love they life whie do they death deteſt? 
Which ſets them free. ſtom ill, and btingeth teſt; 


Hence learne( poore heartes)your life vncerteine is. 
Still heaps of hatmes, ate hovering on your head, 
Keepe theſe my wordes, and feare todo amiſſe. 
More would I. ay,but lifes partly fled, 


Whome death( with ſeely tryumph)doth downe tredy. 
Fare well ( ſweete ioyes)ſomtimes my heartes delight 
The growad my corpes, to God Iyeeld my ſpirite 


Epilogus. 
Thus heere you ſee, ho God preſerveth hisx 


is 


And thoſe that do them iniurize,confowndeth, 


gnence may youlearne,what t'is to live amiſſe. 


* 
* 


'Þ eath15,2.meried wiſe meried wift 13,1 muynurne,: 3,1.fexce fam. 23, 2. chus this 30,2, 
* | © cher theſe; thus 1. reale rep{eate;40, 3. the un 
5 1 *. 375 the theſe, : 


Wat falles to him. that with proud fin abowndeth. 
{That hee vchich ſtedfaſt hope, in Gods helpe growndeth 


Seainſt him not hell, nor hel houndes ſhall preveile. 
For God will help. when help of man doth faile, 


EINIS. 


Faultes eſcaped. 


| ; Infol, 4. Page 1 wake context melecontent, 5. i. ſurely ſuvly,r J. c. alias birth, maiden 
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